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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston-pc.gov.uk/              Email: clerk@eastpreston-pc.gov.uk        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held at 19:00 on Monday, 

7th June 2021 at East Preston Infant School 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Lisa Duff, John Gunston, Elizabeth Linton, Rick McElroy, David Moore, Steve Toney 

(Chairman) and Steven Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

Mrs D 

 

ABSENT: Councillors Christine Bowman, Kit Bradshaw, Andrea Chapman, Barbara Gale, Patricia Gander and 

Glyn Mathias 

 

 

* * * * * 

 
The following abbreviations may appear in these Minutes: 

 

ADC – Arun District Council;  
AoSERA – Angmering-on-Sea Estate Residents’ Association 

BTP – British Transport Police;  

CPRE – Campaign for the Protection of Rural England; 
JEAAC – Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee; 

NHS – National Health Service; 

NR – Network Rail;  
PCSO – Police Community Support Officer; 

SLCC – Society of Local Council Clerks; 

SSE – Scottish and Southern Electric; 
SW – Southern Water; 

TfSE – Transport for the South East; 

TRO – Traffic Regulation Order; 
VHF – East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation; 

WRA – Willowhayne Residents’ Association  

WSCC – West Sussex County Council; 
WSALC – West Sussex Association of Local Councils 

 

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:00. 

 

To ensure the meeting was held within government COVID-19 guidelines, the number of councillors and members of the 

public able to attend was reduced.   

 

 

366/21 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Toney welcomed all present and thanked Mrs D for her regular attendance at online meetings throughout the pandemic. 

 

 

367/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence were received from Cllrs Bowman, Bradshaw, Chapman, Gale, Gander and Mathias 

(COVID-19 guidelines).   

 

1539 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to accept all six councillors’ apology for the meeting. 
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County Cllr Elkins and District Cllrs Bower, Chapman and Kelly had also provided apologies for this meeting. 

 

Mrs Morley had also sent an apology for the meeting.  

 

 

368/21 DECLARATION OF PERSONAL AND/OR PREJUDICIAL/PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

 

Cllr Toney reminded councillors they could declare an Interest at the beginning of each Agenda Item. None were declared. 

 

 

369/21 ANNUAL FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR YEAR-ENDING 31ST MARCH 2021 

 

Council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

Annual Financial Matters – Accounts for year-ending 

31st March 2021 
 

Council is asked to approve the accounts for the year-ending 31st March 2021 and can be 

signed by the Chairman and the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 

 

Cllr McElroy to introduce this item.  
 

The accounts have been checked to the satisfaction of our Internal Auditor and can be found at 

Appendix A of these papers. This year, the Finance & General Purposes Committee has not met to 

review the figures. 

 

Councillors with any questions are invited to call the office prior to the meeting.  
 

 

Simon Cross – Clerk to the Council 1st June 2021 
 

No councillors had called in with any questions.  

 

The Clerk reported all six councillors unable to attend the meeting had sent electronic confirmation they supported the 

resolution.  

 

1540 The council RESOLVED unanimously the Chairman of the Council and the Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer 

could sign the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

The Chairman and the Clerk duly signed the Annual Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2021.  

 

 

370/21 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN FOR YEAR-ENDING 31ST MARCH 2021 

 

Council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

Annual Financial Matters – Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return for year-ending 31st March 2021 

 
Council is asked to agree Section 1 – Annual governance statement 2020/21 - of the Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return for the year-ending 31st March 2021 can be signed by 

the Chairman and the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 
 
Council is asked to agree Section 2 – Accounting statements 2020/21 - of the Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return for the year-ending 31st March 2021 can be signed by 

the Chairman and the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 

 

Cllr McElroy to introduce this item.  
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At the end of each financial year, it is necessary for this council to complete an Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return which is then sent for external audit.  
 

Appendix B shows the two sections of the form the council needs to agree can be signed by the 

Chairman and me. Appendix B also includes the Internal Auditor’s completed page of the Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return. Additionally, this year I have included the relevant parts of 

the Internal Audit report for Sections 1 and 2. This should give councillors additional confidence in 

agreeing to sign off the Sections.  
 

In Section 2, boxes 4 and 6 for the year ending 31st March 2021 include the word Restated. This is 

because the way in which the external auditor has asked for the figures in box 4 to be calculated 

has been changed this year, and any council that was not calculating the figure in this way last 

year has had to recalculate and restate the figure on this year’s form. The overall figures have not 
changed.  

 
 

Simon Cross – Clerk to the Council 1st June 2021 
 

1541 The council RESOLVED unanimously the Chairman of the Council and the Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer 

could sign Section 1 – Annual Governance statement 2020/21 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

for the year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

The Clerk reported all six councillors unable to attend the meeting had sent electronic confirmation they supported the 

resolution above. 

 

1542 The council RESOLVED unanimously the Chairman of the Council and the Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer 

could sign Section 2 – Accounting statements 2020/21 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the 

year ending 31st March 2021. 

 

The Clerk reported all six councillors unable to attend the meeting had sent electronic confirmation they supported the 

resolution above. 

 

The Chairman and the Clerk duly signed Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year 

ending 31st March 2021.  

 

 

371/21 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH MAY 2021 

 

The draft Minutes were circulated to all councillors on 5th May asking for comments by the 12th May. No suggested 

amendments had been received.  

 

Separately, District Cllr Kelly had asked to be provided with a copy as soon as they were available. I fulfilled this request on 

12th May.   

 

1543 The Council RESOLVED unanimously the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held 

on 4th May 2021. 

 

The Chairman duly completed this action.  

 

 

372/21 NEW ITEMS TO BE REFERRED TO THE NEXT MEETING, 5TH JULY 2021 

 

The Chairman offered those present the opportunity to mention any matters they would have raised had the meeting had a 

full agenda.  

 

Mrs D offered a huge vote of thanks to the East Preston Yarnbombers and said it would be great if the pieces could be 

auctioned off. Mrs D also offered a vote of thanks to KEPT (Keep East Preston Tidy) and everyone that took part in the 

recent village tidy-up.  

 

Cllr Linton understood but regretted the need for such an abbreviated agenda for the meeting. In particular, Cllr Linton 

missed the Clerk’s Report.  
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Cllr McElroy asked if a concern could be passed back to the East Preston Yarnbombers as they have covered up the high-

visibility strips on bollards, those strips being there for safety reasons. The Clerk said he would pass this concern on.  

 

Cllr Duff also asked if the current examples of yarnbombing will be auctioned off.  

 

Cllr Gunston advised the Environmental Initiatives Working Party had a proposal it would be bringing to the July Full 

Council meeting.  

 

Cllr McElroy said the Amenities Committee was already looking at replacing the low-level “dragon’s tooth” fencing around 

the Village Green. This was possibly more urgent following recent incursions on other land in the village. The proposal was 

to replace the current wooden fencing with recycled plastic fencing which had a life-expectancy of at least 25 years. The 

committee was also considering how to manage requests for memorial benches when space for such was running out.  

 

Cllr Wilkinson said his grandchildren had been very impressed with the yarnbombing and had wanted to take it all home 

with them.  

 

Cllr Moore reported he had attended two recent cricket matches, one of which had seen a number of sixes scored, but all had 

been stopped from leaving the ground by the safety netting.  

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 19:16. 

Chairman: Cllr Steve Toney   Date:    5th July 2021   

       

END 
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Appendix A 
 

Agenda Item 11 
 

Annual Financial Matters – Accounts for year-ending 31st 

March 2021 
 

Council is asked to approve the accounts for the year-ending 31st March 2021 and can be 
signed by the Chairman and the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 
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Appendix B 

 
Agenda Items 12a and 12b 
 

Annual Financial Matters – Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return for year-ending 31st March 2021 
 

Council is asked to agree Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability 

Return for the year-ending 31st March 2021 can be signed by the Chairman and the 

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 
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