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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

8th January 2018 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Christine Barber, Lisa Duff, Joop Duijf (Chairman), Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, 

Elizabeth Linton, Glyn Mathias, Rick McElroy, Danny Shah, Hazel Tester, Steve Toney and 

Steve Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

Two members of the public 

 

ABSENT: Councillor David Moore  

 

* * * * * 

 
Cllr Duijf opened the meeting at 19:02.  

 

 

001/18 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Duijf welcomed those present, wished everyone a Happy New Year and reminded them of some items of meeting 

protocol.   

 

 

002/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence were accepted from Cllr Moore (unavailable).  

 

Apologies had also been received from District Cllrs Ricky Bower, Terry Chapman and Mike Clayden, County Cllr Roger 

Elkins, Mrs Celeste Amoo and Mrs Dorothy Lee. 

 

 

003/18 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

No interests were declared.   

 

 

004/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
(Items below marked No Agenda Item are raised at the discretion of the Chairman.) 

 

Agenda Item 13a – Amenities Committee – Mrs Akhurst said the council needed to learn how to consult properly with the 

public. Her comments were prompted by the publication of an article in the Littlehampton Gazette of 4th January in which 

one business-owner complained about the negative impact of the introduction of charges for the use of the Village Green car-

park. Mrs Akhurst had spoken to local businesses who said they had not been consulted. Just discussing matters at council 
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meetings did not constitute proper public consultation as defined in the dictionary. Mrs Akhurst reminded the council of the 

rift there had been in the village over the proposed Village Hall extension in 2010 because the council had not, in her 

opinion, consulted properly with the public. For a time the village had been deeply divided and Mrs Akhurst did not want to 

see this happen again. Could the council assure her full public consultation would be engaged in henceforward. Mrs Akhurst 

felt all current councillors should be advised of what had happened in 2010 so they could avoid a repeat. Public meetings 

should be held, to which the public could be invited and at which the public could give their opinions before the council 

made a decision. Mrs Akhurst said the charges at the car-park would have a knock-on effect by her own property and it had 

long been difficult enough to exit her driveway safely anyway.  

 

Mr Beale said local businesses had been consulted.  

 

 

005/18 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

Cllr McElroy responded, stating the council had published an article in the Winter 2017 newsletter advising residents of its 

proposal to start charging for use of the Village Green car-park. Very little feedback had been received and the matter had 

continued to be discussed both at Amenities Committee meetings and Full Council meetings, all of which would have had 

members of the public present, maybe not in great numbers but present nonetheless. Sometimes, members of the public will 

only engage with the council once they have been personally affected by something. He had not been in the village in 2010 

and had chosen not to learn what had happened although learning some of the story had been unavoidable.  

 

The Chairman reminded the meeting the council had a mandate to make certain decisions on behalf of the village without the 

need for public consultation on every one of those decisions. He, personally, had also chosen not to find out what had 

happened in 2010 as it was before his time; he regretted that a few people in the village still raised it in their dealings with the 

council.  

 

With reference to the proposed Village Hall extension project, the Clerk reminded Mrs Akhurst the council had published 

articles in ten consecutive quarterly newsletters between 2008 and 2010. His own opinion regarding letting all current 

councillors know what had happened in 2010 was let sleeping dogs lie but if there were current councillors who wanted to 

know, if they asked he would tell them.  

 

Cllr Shah supported his colleagues’ comments saying the right steps had been taken in consulting with the public over the 

introduction of charging for the Village Green car-park. 

 

 

006/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

The following report had been circulated to members in advance of the meeting: 
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Disappointment was expressed about Cllr Elkins’s reference to the Travel Plan as Cllr Elkins had been present at the meeting 

at which the WSCC officer had said a Travel Plan would be prepared in advance of the building work starting and yet there 

was still no sign of the Travel Plan.   

 

More information was sought on the de-icing scheme.   

 

 

007/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 

 

No District Councillors were present as there was a Group Meeting at ADC. The following report had been circulated to 

members in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The Clerk will try to find out more about the “new and innovative ways to allocated Disabled Facilities Grants”.  

 

 

008/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH DECEMBER 2017 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 5th December asking for comments by 12th December. No comments or suggestions 

had been received from councillors. 
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1161 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting that took place on 

4th December 2017.  

 

This action was completed.  

 

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for the Minutes.  

 

 

009/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Minute 632/17 – Community Engagement Committee – defibrillator – the Clerk reported the defibrillator had arrived 

and he and Cllr Gander had a meeting scheduled for later in the week with the intention of having the defibrillator in place by 

the end of the month. Cllr McElroy reported the Village Hall also had a new defibrillator.   

 

 

010/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for December 2017 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  

 

1162 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2017/18, value 

£10,973.23.  

 

1163 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier Invoices Paid report for December 2017 totalling 

£15,587.83 including VAT.  

 

1164 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, 

showing £264,548.99 net for the financial year ending 31st March 2018.  

 

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliation to 14th December 2017. Cllr Mathias had completed a paper Bank 

Reconciliation in advance of the meeting.  
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The council NOTED the Budget Summary for the financial year to date without further comment.  

 

The Chairman thanked the Assistant Clerk for the financial reports. 

 

 

The following report, covering the next two items, had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

 

011/18 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – BUDGET FOR 2018/19 

 

Cllr Shah introduced this item. Most councillors present had contributed to the budget discussions at committee meetings. 
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1165 The council RESOLVED unanimously to set the budget for the financial year 2018/19 at £266,237.58.  

 

 

012/18 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – PRECEPT FOR 2018/19 

 

Cllr Shah provided further detail.  

 

The Clerk advised the meeting of the following report which had been circulated electronically earlier that day. As far as it 

was possible to tell, subscribers to the council’s e-mailing list represented a pretty good cross-section of the population.  

 

 
 

1166 The council RESOLVED unanimously to set the precept for the financial year 2018/19 at £242,829.95.  

 

 

013/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

 

 

014/18 AUDIT & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE – INTERNAL AUDIT 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 



 

Minutes Page | 9  FINAL Chairman’s Initials: HT 

 

 
 

Cllr Mathias spoke to this Agenda Item and said the committee was happy with the work carried out by the current Internal 

Auditor. That said, the committee knew it was good practice to review suppliers from time to time and was endeavouring to 

do so during the coming financial year.   

 

1167 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to waive Standing Order 29 to enable the extension of the existing Internal 

Audit contract by one year, to end with the year-ending 31st March 2019.    

 

1168 The council RESOLVED unanimously to extend the contract to R. S. Hall & Co. for the provision of internal audit 

services until 31st March 2019 at an estimated cost of £550 excluding VAT.  

 

 

015/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Tester advised a Christmas Celebrations meeting was called for 24th January at which working party members would 

begin to create task lists for the various activities of the Christmas Celebrations event.  

 

 

016/18 CLERK’S REPORT 
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The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Although open to negotiation with the Cricket Club any replacement netting at the Warren Recreation Ground would only be 

being provided because the Cricket Club plays there.  

 

Cllr Linton asked the Clerk to reconsider his decision not to include social media stats in future reports. She finds these 

useful and interesting.  

 

 

017/18 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (5TH FEBRUARY) 

 

Nothing new was suggested.      

 

The Chairman announced he was resigning the chairmanship of the council with immediate effect, this was for personal 

reasons. He thanked East Preston residents for welcoming him and saying hello in the morning and other parish councillors 

for the support they had shown him over his almost six years as Chairman. He would remain a councillor until the end of the 

current council year.  

 

 

The meeting concluded at 19:44 
 

 

Chairman: Cllr Hazel Tester   Date:    5th February 2018   

 

 

 
END 


