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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

4th June 2018 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Christine Bowman, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, Elizabeth Linton, Glyn Mathias, 

David Moore, Danny Shah, Steve Toney (Chairman) and Steve Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

District Councillor Ricky Bower (until 19:20) 

 

Two members of the public  

 

ABSENT: Councillors Lisa Duff and Rick McElroy 

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:00.  

 

 

408/18 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Toney welcomed those present, led a round of introductions and explained some items of meeting protocol. Cllr Toney 

asked those present to contact the Clerk at least ten days in advance of a Full Council meeting if they wished to add 

something to the Agenda.   

 

 

409/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence were accepted from Cllrs Duff (holiday) and McElroy (work commitment). 

 

Apologies were also received from County Cllr Elkins, District Cllr Chapman and Mr Gary Lane. 

 

 

410/18 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

No declarations were made.  

 

 

411/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
(Items below marked No Agenda Item are raised at the discretion of the Chairman.) 
 

Agenda Item 8 – Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May – Mrs Wallace mentioned the Annual General Meeting of the 

East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation was scheduled for Saturday, 16th June. Would the council’s new 

representative to the Village Hall Foundation, Cllr Bowman, be attending, would she be making it clear at that meeting the 
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council had resolved to get the Millennium Wall-hanging reinstated in the Village Hall and had she been provided with a 

copy of the Agenda and the Minutes from the last Annual General Meeting. Also, had she yet attended any ordinary meetings 

of the Village Hall Foundation’s committee?   

 

Mrs Wallace wanted to know whether the council would be making it clear the council had resolved to have the wall-hanging 

reinstated in the Miller Barn as she had recently received communications from the Chairman of the Village Hall Foundation 

which suggested he was unaware of this. 

 

 

412/18 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

Agenda Item 8 – Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May – Cllr Bowman advised the meeting she was unable to attend. 

The Clerk explained the papers for the meeting had only recently been received in the Council Office. A copy of the Agenda 

and Minutes from the last meeting would be sent to all councillors in due course. 

 

Cllr Toney said he fully hoped he would be able to attend the meeting and other councillors said they also hoped to go. Cllr 

Toney added he was arranging a meeting with Mr John Melser, Chairman of the Village Hall Foundation although that was 

unlikely to take place before the Annual General Meeting as Mr Melser was currently away.   

 

There was some question over the wording of the resolution council had passed in December 2015 about the return of the 

Millennium wall-hanging to the Village Hall. The wording recorded in the approved and signed Minutes of the meeting held 

on 7th December 2015, is: 

 

0958  The council RESOLVED to pursue this matter with the intention of seeing the millennium wall-hanging 

reinstated in its previous location within the East Preston & Kingston Village Hall, because the wall-

hanging is part of East Preston’s heritage and is of great importance to many residents. (Minute 874/15) 

 

 

413/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

County Cllr Elkins had sent his apologies for the meeting but had provided a short report just before the start of the meeting. 

The Clerk read highlights from the report which is provided in full below.   

 

WSCC had agreed to build a development of 60 extra care flats at Westergate for people in the Arun area. These will provide 

independence whilst also providing a 24/7 on-site care facility. Thirty-one of the flats will be offered at “affordable rents”. 

Work was due to start this year and complete in early 2020. 

 

The new crowd funding initiative reported previously is now up and running. £330,000 had been budgeted for the 

Community Initiative Fund this year, available in grants of up to £5,000 allocated via County Local Committees (in East 

Preston’s case the Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee (JEAAC)).  

 

Cllr Elkins’s report ended by mentioning two pieces of library service information. Firstly, there was a new digital library 

service available giving library service members access to 7,000 UK and international newspapers. The service had already 

proved popular in Kent and Hampshire. Secondly, during 2016/17, 6,000 parents enrolled their babies as members of the 

library service, a likely result of increased attendance at Rhyme Time and story time sessions.  

 

 

414/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 

 

District Cllr Bower said there was little new to report since the Annual Parish Meeting which had only been two weeks ago. 

Cllr Bower read the following on behalf of Cllr Chapman: 

 

The next step is to contact beach hut owners, residents associations, local businesses etc. to seek their views on a possible 

Community Land Trust to manage the toilet block. To ensure future operations, it was necessary all interested parties were 

fully committed to the scheme and a management committee would be needed. With assistance from East Preston Parish 

Council, running costs for the next 7 to 10 years would need to be scoped. If the interested parties were on board, exploratory 

talks with ADC would be needed.  

 

 

415/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14TH MAY 2018 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 16th May asking for comments by 23rd May. No amendments were suggested.  
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1211 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting that took place on 

14th May.  

 

This action was completed.  

 

 

416/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment: 
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Nothing was added.  

 
(Cllr Bower left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

417/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for May 2018 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  

 

1212 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2018/19, value 

£23,859.95 (excl. VAT).  

 

1213 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for May 2018, 

totalling £8,025.83 (incl. VAT).  

 

1214 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for May 2018 totalling 

£9,009.95 (incl. VAT).  

 

1215 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, 

showing £133,254.07 net for the financial year ending 31st March 2019.  

 

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliation to 14th May 2018.  

 

The council NOTED the end of year Income & Expenditure Summary for 2017/18. 

 

The Chairman thanked the council’s Assistant Clerk, Mrs Khoo, for her work on the above reports. 

 

 

418/18 ANNUAL FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR YEAR-ENDING 31ST MARCH 2018 

 

Council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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No councillors had called in with any questions.  

 

1216 The council RESOLVED unanimously the Chairman of the Council and the Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer 

could sign the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2018. 

 

The accounts were duly signed.  

 

 

419/18 ANNUAL RETURN FOR YEAR-ENDING 31ST MARCH 2018 

 

Council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

1217 The council RESOLVED unanimously the Chairman of the Council and the Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer 

could sign Section 1 – Annual Governance statement 2017/18 of the Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 

2018. 

 

1218 The council RESOLVED unanimously the Chairman of the Council and the Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer 

could sign Section 2 – Accounting statements 2017/18 of the Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2018. 

 

These items were duly signed.  

 

 

420/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As Vice-Chairman of the Amenities Committee, Cllr Toney reported the closing date for receipt of tenders for works relating 

to the refurbishment of the Sea Road toilet block had been extended to the middle of the month. This was to allow more 

companies to respond so the council had a wider choice.  

 

Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee, Cllr Linton, said the committee had agreed to hold off organising a 

further defibrillator familiarisation session to see whether there was demand for one. The session on 24th May had gone well 

and been useful but not well-attended. Cllr Linton also reported the Community Engagement Committee had received 

assurance from the Chairman of the Amenities Committee, the widened gate for the Village Green will have been installed 

by the end of July.  

 

Cllr Shah, as Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, confirmed the Clerk’s report of the meeting held on 

21st May.  

 

 

421/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Linton stated the next meeting of the East Preston Christmas Celebrations Working Party was scheduled for 24 th July 

and the next meeting for the Food & Drink Festival Working Party would be 8th August. Preparations for both events were 

on target.  

 

The Leases Working Party had agreed the latest version of the new lease to the Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club but the 

Lawn Tennis Association was apparently now holding up signing of the lease. As a council we were waiting for further 

information on this. Once the lease to the Tennis Club has been signed, it was likely the Working Party would concentrate on 

the lease with the Village Hall Foundation. 

 

Cllr Wilkinson reported the Website Working Party had been given access to a live draft of the council’s replacement 

website and the members of the working party were reviewing this and compiling their comments. These would then be 

collated by Cllr Wilkinson and sent to the designer via the Clerk. The council’s website was currently parented on the Arun 

District Council website but that arrangement was coming to an end at the end of this July.   

 

 

422/18 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

The council NOTED the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting which had been held on 21st May. The Chairman 

thanked the Clerk for the Minutes. The Minutes are approved and signed at next year’s Annual Parish Meeting.  

 

 

423/18 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his report.  

 

 

424/18 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The council NOTED the following reports, the first two of which had been circulated in advance of the meeting and the third 

of which had been circulated immediately prior to the event.  
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Cllr Linton asked whether the council had been advised of a date for a meeting with Cllr Bob Lanzer, WSCC Cabinet 

Minister for Highways. The Clerk responded the council had not.  

 

Cllr Gander felt the Dementia event had been badly organised, poorly publicised and its target audience and purpose had 

been unclear. It was suggested the council could advertise some or all of the information collected by Cllr Gander at the 

event. The Clerk said Cllr Gander had provided a folder of information leaflets collected and this was available for 

councillors in the Council Office. 

 

 

425/18 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

Nothing.  

 

 

426/18 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The Clerk said four candidates had been in touch so far.  

 
(Mrs Wallace left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

427/18 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (2ND JULY) 

 

Depending upon how the next few weeks went, the South Strand toilet block could be an item for the next council meeting.    

 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 19:44 
 

 

Chairman: Cllr Steve Toney           Date:    2nd July 2018   

                    

 

 

 
END 
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Appendix A 

 

Annual Financial Matters – Accounts for year-ending 31st 
March 2018 

 
Council is asked to approve the accounts for the year-ending 31st March 2018.  
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Appendix B 
 

Annual Financial Matters – Annual Return for year-ending 
31st March 2018 

 
Council is asked to agree Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return for the year-ending 31st 

March 2018 can be signed by the Chairman and the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. 
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