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MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

2
nd

 July 2018 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Christine Bowman (from 19:08), Andrea Chapman, Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat 

Gander, Elizabeth Linton, Rick McElroy, David Moore, Danny Shah, Steve Toney 

(Chairman) and Steve Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

County Councillor Roger Elkins (until 19:40) 

 

District Councillor Ricky Bower (until 19:48) 

 

Five members of the public  

 

ABSENT: Councillor Glyn Mathias 

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:02.  

 

 

457/18 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Toney welcomed those present, led a round of introductions and explained some items of meeting protocol.   

 

 

458/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence were accepted from Cllr Mathias (holiday). 

 

An apology was also received from District Cllr Chapman. 

 

 

459/18 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

Cllr Shah declared a Personal Interest in Agenda Item 5, To co-opt a maximum of two new councillors to the council, as he is 

friends with one of the candidates. He advised the meeting he would only vote on the candidate he did not know.  

 

Cllr McElroy declared a Personal Interest in Agenda Item 17, To agree to write formally to the [East Preston & Kingston 

Village Hall] Foundation committee asking for the reinstatement of the Millennium Wall-hanging in the Village Hall complex, as 

his wife is a member of the Foundation committee.   

 

 

460/18 CO-OPTION PRELIMINARIES 

mailto:epparishcouncil@btconnect.com
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The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

1219 The Council RESOLVED unanimously for Cllr Shah to act as a second teller alongside the Clerk.   

 

 

461/18 CO-OPTION OF UP TO TWO NEW COUNCILLORS 

 
(Cllr Bowman arrived just after the commencement of this item.) 

 

There were two candidates – Andrea Chapman and Brian Comber. Both candidates took the opportunity to address the 

meeting for up to three minutes. Each was called from and returned to a waiting area, outside the meeting room, either side 

of their address. 
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Councillors then completed a paper slip voting Yes or No for both candidates. Cllr Shah and the Clerk collected the paper 

slips and withdrew to count the votes. All ten councillors present voted on Mrs Chapman, all councillors except Cllr Shah 

voted on Mr Comber.  

 

Mrs Chapman received the necessary absolute majority of Yes votes; Mr Comber did not.  

 

1220 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to co-opt Andrea Chapman to the council.  

 

Cllr Chapman completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and joined the council. Cllr Toney welcomed Cllr 

Chapman to the council.  

 

This result left the council with a single vacancy still. This would initially be discussed by the Personnel Committee at its 

meeting scheduled for 9
th

 July. 

 

 

462/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
(Items below marked No Agenda Item are raised at the discretion of the Chairman.) 
 

Agenda Item 8a – West Sussex County Council (WSCC) – Mrs Amoo commended those involved with the recent library 

clean-up event. This was a good job done but was the library not a West Sussex County Council responsibility? Mrs Amoo 

questioned whether this was the beginning of some slippery slope by which work council tax payers believed they had 

already paid for was being carried out by volunteers. WSCC grass verge-cutting was appalling, some marked potholes in a 

particularly bad East Preston road for potholes had been filled whilst others marked had not been – why were they not all 

addressed at the same time? Mrs Amoo said she believed it was time for the county council to lobby national government on 

behalf of its residents to say this is not a good enough situation. That said, if East Preston Parish Council was going to lead 

similar events in the future it needed to do so on a far more organised basis – was this the beginning of a Friends of East 

Preston Library group?  

 

As there were no other comments from members of the public, Cllr Toney handed over to County Cllr Elkins. 

 

 

463/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

County Cllr Elkins added his thanks again to those councillors, officers and members of the public who had attended the 

library clean-up which he himself had also taken part in. He was sure members of the public could appreciate just how many 

buildings WSCC had in its portfolio and it had to prioritise where to spend money on those buildings. He was unsure how the 

library clean-up event had come about but it had been a very good example of a community taken on a little more 

responsibility itself and making a big difference as a result.  

 

Cllr Elkins reminded people of the ongoing WSCC What Matters To You? survey which would help shape the council’s 

priorities in the coming years. Residents still had a couple of weeks in which to complete this. He was aware of concerns 

about grass-cutting and wondered himself whether the council contractors could balance the schedule better. He did point out 

the government recommended number of grass cuts per year was five and the county council aimed to carry out seven each 

year. In response to a question, Cllr Elkins said he believed the county council’s contractors did prioritise grass cutting at 

road junctions. Safety was key. 

 

Mrs Amoo said she had completed the paper version of the What Matters To You? survey, picked up from the library, but it 

had not been a very friendly form to complete. Cllr Elkins responded the form had been in use for a few years now and 

maybe it did need to be reviewed.  

 

As he had reported previously, the county council had lobbied central government on potholes and had received £1.5m to 

spend on repairing potholes this year. Other figures had been reported to the council’s Annual Meeting on 14
th

 May. (Minute 

315/18) 
 

In response to a question, Cllr Elkins was unable to explain how a utilities company had been able to dig up the eastern end 

of The Street so soon after it had been surface dressed, although he did say utility company did have a right to do so.  

 

Fourteen new on-call firefighters had recently successfully passed their training. One of these was from East Preston.  

 

WSCC had issued Heatwave Watch information. Cllr Elkins asked all present to be very aware of not only their own 

hydration needs but also those of their vulnerable friends and neighbours.  WSCC supported a scheme encouraging 

businesses to be open to people coming into their premises to refill their water bottles, not just during hot weather but 

throughout the year.  
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WSCC supported Armed Forces Day and Cllr Elkins, together with Cllr Toney, had attended the Armed Forces Day event at 

Littlehampton on 29
th

 June. WSCC was also a signatory to the Military Covenant which sought to support ex-service 

personnel and their families transition back into civilian life.  

 

Illegal importing of taxable goods was still a problem - £40k worth of cigarettes had recently been seized at a shop in 

Worthing.  

 

Cllr Elkins reported he had met with the Clerk immediately before this meeting to discuss where in the village people have 

asked for Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) and how far those requests had progressed. Cllr Elkins was investigating 

whether there was a way to compile a comprehensive plan for these TROs. Cllr Elkins had seen the petitions associated with 

two of the proposals.  

 

 

464/18 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

Agenda Item 8a – West Sussex County Council (WSCC) – The Clerk said he was certain the council knew how lucky it 

was to live in a village where so many residents were willing to volunteer for different tasks. He explained the library clean 

had been an experimental event for the council. It had not widely advertised for volunteers as it had not wanted forty willing 

volunteers to turn up only to find there was nothing for them to do or no room for them to do whatever they wanted to do. 

Participants had been targeted for the skills they could bring. In the most recent newsletter, the council had published an 

article calling for people to declare their willingness to be community volunteers and some people had come forward. The 

Community Engagement Committee would review this at its meeting at the end of the month. Hopefully, future similar 

events would not feel quite so ad-hoc. 

 

The Clerk advised the WSCC shows the next grass cut in East Preston is scheduled to take place on 23
rd

 July.  

 

Cllr Gander said many would feel it petty to mention grass cutting in the What Matters To You? survey but as Cllr Elkins had 

experienced first-hand at the recent Come and Meet Your Local Councillors event, it was at least a secondary concern for 

most residents that attended that event. 

 

Cllr Moore added this year’s grass-growing had been very unusual and he had had to mow his own lawn twice in one week, 

previously unheard-of! 

 

Cllr McElroy reminded the council any community volunteers would need to be covered by the council’s insurance and 

would need to be assessed for their suitability for any tasks they were willing to undertake. Cllr Elkins said he and all 

volunteers had been asked by the Clerk to sign a disclaimer before he took part in the library clean. 

 
(Cllr Elkins gave his apologies and left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

465/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) – 2018 STRATEGIC TRANSPORT INVESTMENT 

PROGRAMME 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllrs Toney and Linton agreed to meet to go through the programme on behalf of the council. 

 

 

466/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 

 

District Cllr Bower started by saying he had proposed a Motion to the ADC Full Council meeting on 18
th

 July asking the 

South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) to cease pursuing a judicial review over Highways England’s decision to 

choose Option 5A for the Arundel by-pass. The request also asked the SDNPA to consider the environmental quality and 

traffic flow along the coastal area as well as within the park itself.  

 

Cllr Bower and the Clerk agreed District Cllr Chapman planned to have a meeting with interested parties about the future of 

the South Strand toilet block towards the end of July, maybe early August. Cllr Chapman hoped to spend a Saturday 

afternoon visiting beach hut owners inviting them to participate in the future of the toilet block.  

 

Cllr Bower ended by saying ADC had now received the inspector’s response to the latest version of the Local Plan. Cllr 

Bower was confident the inspector would have found the Local Plan sound and therefore it could be adopted before the end 
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of the month. Following adoption it may be necessary for councils with made Neighbourhood Plans to revisit any housing 

numbers within. East Preston’s Neighbourhood Plan does not contain a housing number.  

 

In response to a question, Cllr Bower said he believed a meeting with County Cllr Bob Lanzer about the A259 westbound 

slip-road into the village had yet to take place. This was being led now by the Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee (JEAAC). 

Cllr Toney said at the JEAAC meeting in June it had been reported a meeting had been held with Cllr Lanzer but no output 

was yet available from that meeting; he expected to learn more at the next JEAAC meeting which is in November. Cllr 

Bower was uncertain there was any developer money left to pay for the slip-road but agreed local councils should continue to 

press for its inclusion. 

 

Cllr Bower offered his apologies for an August meeting if this council held one.   

 
(Cllr Bower gave his apologies and left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

467/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4
TH

 JUNE 2018 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 6
th

 June asking for comments by 13
th

 June. No amendments were suggested.  

 

1221 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting that took place on 

4
th

 June.  

 

This action was completed.  

 

 

468/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment: 
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Also the following report, which was circulated electronically ahead of the meeting: 

 

 

 
 

 
Simon Cross – Clerk to the Council 27th June 2017 

 

Nothing was added.  

 

 

469/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for June 2018 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  

 

1222 The council RESOLVED to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2018/19, value £25,166.46 (excl. 

VAT).  

 

1223 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for June 2018, totalling £1,209.80 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1224 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for June 2018 totalling £16,891.22 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1225 The council RESOLVED to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, showing 

£135,330.55 net for the financial year ending 31
st
 March 2019.  
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As this was her first meeting, Cllr Chapman abstained from the above voting. 

 

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliation to 14
th

 June 2018.  

 

The council NOTED the to-date Income & Expenditure Summary for 2018/19. 

 

The Chairman thanked the council’s Assistant Clerk, Mrs Khoo, for her work on the above reports. 

 

 

470/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee, Cllr Linton offered a vote of thanks to Andrew Cook, head coach 

at Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club for his participation in the three, free-of-charge coaching sessions the council had 

run in June. Attendance had been low again despite publicity through a number of standard council publicity channels. Cllr 

Linton hoped the council would agree to run the sessions again in the future and would look at some additional routes for 

publicity, for example a schools letter to parents of East Preston schoolchildren. Cllr McElroy suggested SENCAT parents 

were another target audience perhaps. Cllr Gander suggested the council could publicise the tennis sessions and other 

appropriate events under some sort of health and wellbeing umbrella. Cllr McElroy said he had been approached to offer 

self-defence classes to local parents.  

 

 

471/18 AMENITIES COMMITTEE – REPAIRS TO SOUTH STRAND TOILETS 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 

  
 

 
 

Cllr McElroy gave the background to the request, explaining the committee had already carried out some remedial work on 

the toilet block, for example repairing and resealing the roof, in preparation for handing the toilet block back to ADC after 
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31
st
 March, 2019. The council had a full-repairing lease with ADC. At least one of the external doors was now proving very 

challenging to close and this was a security risk.  

 

As Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Cllr Shah said he felt £5,000 was far too much to be spent on 

replacing wooden doors and doorframes. He urged the council to get three quotes before deciding to make this money 

available to the Amenities Committee.  

 

Whilst there was some agreement £5,000 was a lot of money for replacing wooden doors and doorframes, there was also 

concern delaying the work increased the risk of further damage inside especially if the building cannot be properly secured in 

the near future.  

 

1226 The Council RESOLVED to release approximately £5,000 from the contingency budget line for the current 

financial year to replace the external doors and the doorframes at the South Strand toilet block.   

 

 

472/18 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – BLUE PLAQUES POLICY 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

In response to a question, Cllr Linton explained if a householder did not want a Blue Plaque on their property that was the 

end of the matter.  

 

1227 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to adopt the proposed Blue Plaques Policy. (see Appendix A below) 

 

 

473/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Linton said the next meetings of the Christmas Celebrations and Food & Drink Festival Working Parties were scheduled 

for 24
th

 July and 8
th

 August respectively.  
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Cllr Wilkinson said the Website Working Party had drawn up a list of changes to be made from the work-in-progress website 

and this had been passed on to the designer. There was some information needed to be compiled for inclusion on the website 

and the Working Party was meeting with the Clerk soon to allocate those tasks.The council was onsite for cuttting over to the 

new website by the end of the month.    

 

 

474/18 EAST PRESTON & KINGSTON VILLAGE HALL FOUNDATION 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

1228 The Council RESOLVED the council should write formally to the East Preston & Kingston Village Hall 

Foundation committee asking for the reinstatement of the Millennium Wall-hanging in the Village Hall complex.  

 

Cllr McElroy abstained from the above vote.   

 

 

475/18 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 



 

Minutes Page | 13  FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his reports.  

 

2. Police matters – Cllr Linton noted this section had not been updated from the previous month’s report. The Clerk 

apologised. He was able to report there had been a major police presence in the village on Saturday, 23
rd

 June. He had 

contacted Sussex Police for more information and been informed, “There was a serious assault in Station Road, East Preston. 

I am unable to go into any more detail I am afraid.” (PC Morgan, email dated 28th June) Members of the public had reported police 

attendance that evening, in some force, at both Langmeads Field and Lashmar Recreation Ground. There were also reports of 

a number of arrests.  

 

6. Angmering station level crossing – Cllr Linton thanked the Clerk for getting up early in order to spot the problem at 

Angmering station. The Clerk responded 07:53 was not especially early! 

 

12. Social Media – Cllr Linton asked whether it would be possible to see the mid-1960s photograph of the bottom of Sea 

Road which had been posted onto the council’s Facebook page. The Clerk replied he would circulate to councillors.  
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476/18 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  
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Cllr Linton thanked everyone who had been involved in the council’s participation in the Carnival Procession. 

 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Moore for attending the Village Hall Foundation Annual General Meeting. As per his report, Cllr 

Moore reiterated he had asked the Foundation committee whether it would consider reinstating the Millennium Wall-hanging 

in another part of the complex. The response he had received had been the committee would be willing to display a large-

format photograph of the wall-hanging.  

 

 

477/18 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

Nothing.  

 

 

478/18 AUGUST 2018 MEETING 

 

The following paper was distributed to members in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

1229 The council RESOLVED unanimously not to hold a meeting in August on the understanding the Chairman and the 

Clerk could agree to call a meeting in August if deemed necessary.  

 

 

479/18 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (6
TH

 AUGUST OR 3
RD

 SEPTEMBER) 

 

Cllr McElroy said this was already in hand with the Amenities Committee, but he wanted the council to be aware there was a 

group advertising fitness classes on the Village Green starting on 3
rd

 July. This was contrary to council policy.    
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The meeting concluded at 20:18 
 

 

Chairman: Cllr Steve Toney         Date:    3
rd

 September 2018   

                   Councillor Steve Toney 

 

 

 
END 
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Appendix A 
 

Community Engagement Committee – blue plaques policy 
 

Council is asked to adopt a Blue Plaques policy for the council. 

 

Background 
 
Some properties in the village have had famous residents in the past and may merit a 
blue plaque to commemorate such residents.  
 
 
Council's intention  
 
East Preston Parish Council is committed to promoting the economic strength and 
historic value of the village. Blue Plaques are one way in which the historic value of the 
village can be promoted whilst encouraging tourism to the village.   
 
 
Blue Plaques  
 
Any recommendation for a Blue Plaque to be installed on a property in the village will 
ordinarily need to be agreed with the East Preston & Kingston Preservation Society or 
any appropriate replacement organisation should it disband.  
 
Blue Plaques will only be installed with the written agreement of the property owners. 
(agreement to be drafted) 
 
Blue Plaques will be purchased by East Preston Parish Council and initially will be 
aluminium not ceramic. This is negotiable should the property owner be prepared to 
fund the difference in the cost for a ceramic plaque.  
 
The size of the plaque will be agreed with the property owner but every effort should be 
made for the plaques to be of a uniform size.  
 
The council will ensure everything possible during the manufacture of the plaque to 
prolong its life is carried out.  
 
The installation and maintenance of the plaque will be the responsibility of the property 
owner, although the council may be able to help in these tasks.  
 
Should a replacement plaque be needed, the council will purchase this provided the 
property owner can show all maintenance has been carried out previously in a timely 
and effective manner.  
 
The council will have a light touch approach to publicising any plaques within the 
village, i.e. council website, other relevant websites, initial hardcopy publicity when the 
plaque is installed.  
 
 
COUNCIL’S COMMITMENT  
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This policy is fully supported by all Members of the Council. This policy will be 
maintained by the Community Engagement Committee on behalf of the council.  
 
 
Policy adopted at the Full Council meeting held on [date], and recorded in Minute [no], 
resolution [no]. 

 


