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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 
01903 770050              http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES: of the Committee Meeting held on Monday, 30
th

 July 2018 at East Preston Infant 

School, Lashmar Road, East Preston at 19:00hrs 

 

PRESENT: Councillors C Bowman, L Duff, P Gander, E Linton (Chairman) and S Toney 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

  Cllr A Chapman 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The meeting opened at 19:02. Cllr Chapman attended as an observer with a view to joining the committee.    

 

 

544/18 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

 

All committee members were present. 

 

 

545/18 PERSONAL AND/OR PECUNIARY/PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS 
 

No declarations were made. 

 

 

546/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 

No members of the public were present. 

 

 

547/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 31
st
 MAY 2018 

 

The draft Minutes were circulated to all councillors on 4
th

 June asking for comments by the 11
th

 June. No suggested 

amendments were received. Cllr Gander had replied to confirm she was happy with the Minutes as drafted. 

 

The committee AGREED unanimously the Minutes of the meeting held on 31
st
 May were an accurate report of the meeting 

and could be signed. Cllr Linton duly signed the Minutes. 

 

 

548/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

The following report by the Clerk was circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

mailto:epparishcouncil@btconnect.com
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Minute 394/18 – East Preston Food and Drink Festival – 25
th

 August 2018 – the Clerk had hand-delivered a letter to Ms 

Frost on Friday, 8
th

 June. Ms Frost had replied via email on 10
th

 June and the Clerk had asked on the 11
th

 June if that email 

had just been for him or was for circulation to the whole committee. No response had yet been received on that and until he 

had clearance from Ms Frost, he would not reveal the contents of the email. The committee accepted this.  

 

 

549/18 EAST PRESTON FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL – 25
TH

 AUGUST 2018 
 

Cllr Linton reported preparations for the event were on track.  

 

Cllr Gander reported she had signed the cheque which the gate supplier needed before the new gate on to the Village Green 

could be ordered. Cllr Linton said work was due to start on 13
th

 August.  

 

The Clerk reported the Top Deck double bus had changed hands since the committee had originally agreed to include it. At 

that time it had been offering Persian food; the new owner was offering cheese toasties. Although he had promised to pay 

on several occasions, he had not yet done so. He had been given a further deadline of 10am on the day of the meeting but 

had not paid. His pitch had been released and snapped up by a provider of vegan baked goods. Should the double bus man 

suddenly pay he would still be able to have a pitch in the car-park.  

 

Having met County Councillor Debbie Kennard at the library this afternoon, Cllr Toney reported he had sent her details of 

the event at her request. This was not an official invitation to attend.  

 

Leaflets had been put into the Rustington Information Centre.  

 

The Clerk reminded the meeting Miss Mae Coupar wanted to volunteer at the Festival. Miss Coupar will be at the working 

party meeting on 8
th

 August.  

 

It was suggested Cllr Shah be asked to distribute some flyers with newspapers and Cllr Wilkinson be asked to distribute 

some on the Angmering-on-Sea private estate. Cllr Barber will distribute some on the Willowhayne private estate. Cllrs 

Chapman, Duff and Gander will also do some leaflet distribution.  

 

Cllrs Duff and Bowman volunteered to mark up the Village Green on Friday, 24
th

 August – time to be agreed between 

them. Cllr Chapman will assist if available on the day.  

 

 

550/18 MERCHANT NAVY DAY, 3
RD

 SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Linton reported preparations for this event were also on track. Cllr Linton had invited Frank and Margaret Pink to 

attend the event, and Mr Pink had given permission for extracts from his memoirs to be on display at the library. The 

library had agreed to mount a Merchant Navy Day display again.  

 

Cllr Toney will liaise with the Royal British Legion about attendance at the event and hosting a reception afterwards. The 

council would again provide cakes for the reception.  

 

Cllr Moore will be asked to provide backing music with his saxophone again, if available.  

 

 

551/18 EAST PRESTON BEACH CLEAN NO. 12, 30
TH

 SEPTEMBER 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The Clerk showed the example £7.99 litter-bag hoop which had been purchased. The committee AGREED these were fine 

and more should be purchased. The committee also AGREED to the photo opportunity idea.    

 

 

552/18 PLAYSCHEME – AUTUMN 2018 
 

The following paper was circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As this year is the 80
th

 Anniversary of The Beano, the committee AGREED a theme of comic characters. The Clerk will 

inform Bee-Fit of this decision.  

 

As Cllr Duff is unavailable on the day of the playscheme, Cllrs Gander and Linton agreed they would attend as overseers. 

Cllr Chapman said she would probably attend with her children and would help Cllrs Gander and Linton when possible.  

 

Cllr Duff reminded the committee the council provided a snack for children during the event and hot drinks for adults and 

this would all need some consideration, and shopping, before the event.   

 

 

553/18 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 11
TH

 NOVEMBER 2018  

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Toney agreed to be a liaison with the Royal British Legion. He will also talk to Goodwood about any flyover it might 

be able to assist with.   

 

 

554/18 EAST PRESTON CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS – 24
TH

 NOVEMBER 2018 

 

Cllr Linton reported a useful meeting had been held the week before the meeting which had given some indication of the 

amount of work outstanding for the event. A follow-up meeting has been booked for September which will be more 

critical.  

 

 

555/18 EAST PRESTON FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL AND EAST PRESTON CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATIONS - ADMINISTRATION 
 

Cllr Linton expressed her concern the working parties for the two events were not being tightly enough administered and 

proposed the working parties became some form of sub-committee in control of their own budgets.  

 

The Clerk responded the council currently only had a committee and working party structure and therefore thought should 

be given to converting the working parties into a Events Committee rather complicating the structure.  

 

The committee AGREED to recommend to next Full Council meeting the implementation of a Major Events Committee, 

initially to be responsible for the Food & Drink Festival and the Christmas Celebrations.  

 

The Clerk suggested Standing Order 13b be waived for the remainder of this council year solely to allow councillors 

already sitting on three committees to populate the proposed new committee. Standing Order 13 as a whole should be 

reviewed by the Personnel Committee before the end of the council year.  

 

The Clerk also advised the committee to think about its general workload. It was great the committee wanted to achieve so 

much in the community of East Preston but the committee and the council as a whole were not inexhaustible resources.  

 

Initially it was AGREED the Major Events Committee should meet in the months opposite the Community Engagement 

Committee.  
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556/18 TENNIS COACHING 
 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Linton confirmed Mr Cook was willing to run a further scheme next year. The committee AGREED it would run the 

scheme again next year and would do more to promote the scheme through school newsletters and such like. Attendance at 

a school assembly was also suggested as a way of getting a message to parents. The committee felt it was reasonable to 

keep the events scheduled for 2pm to 3pm, midweek. 

 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting and covered the next three Minutes: 

 

 
 

  

557/18 EAST PRESTON FESTIVAL, JUNE 2018 

 

Cllr Linton stated the council’s contributions to the 2018 East Preston Festival had all been very successful. The committee 

AGREED.  

 

The committee AGREED to make a donation of £50 to the work of Owls About Town as a thank you for the event on 5
th

 

June on the Village Green. This can be taken from the Event Attendance budget line. 

 

 

558/18 EAST PRESTON FESTIVAL, JUNE 2019 
 

The Clerk stated he had been in contact with an alpaca farm asking whether they attended external events – this as an 

alternative to the Owls About Town on the Village Green event. If the alpaca farm was willing to attend at an affordable 

price it was possible owls and alpacas could attend in alternate years. The committee liked this idea.  
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The committee AGREED to defer a decision upon participation in the Carnival Procession until the full theme for the 2019 

Festival has been announced.  

 

 

559/18 EAST PRESTON FESTIVAL, JUNE 2018 – COME AND MEET YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS 

DISCUSSION POINTS 

 

The committee NOTED the three topics from the Come and Meet Your Local Councillors event listed in the paper above. 

These will be discussed further at the committee’s September meeting.  

 

 

560/18 END-OF-TERM CELEBRATION 
 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The committee started to discuss dates and format for the event. The committee AGREED to try for Sunday, 14
th

 April and 

the time availability of the Village Hall would dictate whether the event was an afternoon event or an early evening event, 

3pm or 6pm. If the Village Hall was not available, the event could be held in the Conservative Hall. If neither venue was 

available on the 14
th

, the 28
th

 was a second choice. The committee AGREED the event should be a smart dress event. 

 

 

561/18 DEFIBRILLATOR 
 

Cllr Gander advised the committee the council’s public-access defibrillator had been registered with the Community 

Heartbeat WebNos system. This included a useful weekly-check reporting facility and the council’s officers were carrying 

out a weekly check on the availability of the defibrillator and recording those checks through WebNos. WebNos returned 

an email confirmation of the check and the office was filing these and forwarding them to Cllr Gander for her information. 

Cllr Gander felt the committee should be carrying out a monthly check too. The committee AGREED a committee check 

should be carried out on the first Monday of every month. Cllr Gander said she was happy to carry out these checks and 

would offer the task to other committee members in months she could not do. The Clerk mentioned the recommendation 

the cabinet be waxed once a month too.  

 

Cllr Gander said she was creating a simple protocol / policy for the checking of the defibrillator. She and Cllr Toney were 

due to carry out an annual Health & Safety inspection and this would cover the defibrillator thus removing the need for a 

separate H&S policy for the defibrillator.  
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The Clerk mentioned he had noticed a sign on the defibrillator at Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club which referred 

people to a familiarisation video on the club’s website. The committee AGREED the council website should contain 

something similar if possible.  

 

Cllr Gander mentioned an interesting matter raised by a 91-year-old resident at the Come and Meet Your Local Councillors 

event on 7
th

 June. The resident was highly concerned about the proliferation of defibrillators and in particular that they can 

be used by amateurs. The resident had a Do Not Resuscitate card but understood not everyone, especially in a tense 

situation such as trying to save a life, would know or think to look for such an item and if working alone would probably 

not want to go rooting through someone’s belongings looking for one. The resident had two friends who had been 

resuscitated with a defibrillator when they carried DNR cards. There was some discussion as to whether the council could 

do something to publicise the possibility someone may have a DNR card but there was some feeling such publicity would 

confuse matters and lead to some people not being resuscitated when they could have been. The committee AGREED it 

was useful to have been made aware of this. Cllr Bowman, herself a First Responder in the past, said she would follow this 

up with contacts of her own to see if there is any official advice out there.   

 

 

562/18 NHS – LOCAL COMMUNITY NETWORKS (LCNs)  

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Gander reported she and the Clerk had met with Tina Favier, briefly, earlier in the day. Tina worked for Adur & 

Worthing Borough Councils but had been seconded to the NHS to work as part of the Local Community Network project. 

The thinking behind the project was to bring together Clinical Commissioning Groups, Primary Caregivers, local councils 

and the voluntary sector to provide an integrated approach to healthcare in the area. Tina was reverted to just one day a 

week on the secondment and the rest of her LCN role was being handed over to Michaela Hawkes, Transformation Team, 

Regis and Adur LCN Development Manager, Prevention and Commissioning Manager for Long Term Conditions, who 

had been unable to attend the day’s meeting.  

 

Tina had explained the LCNs within Coastal West Sussex Clinical Commissioning Group had three priority areas: frail and 

older people; urgent care, ensuring access to urgent care services in the right place at the right time; prevention. The LCNs 

are looking at how social prescribing can be used to reduce the expenditure the NHS faces each year. Littlehampton 

Citizens Advice Bureau has recently been hosting sessions within a Littlehampton GP practice.  

 

Tina had agreed to send the council a lot of information. Tina was keen to meet other councils within the REAL 

(Rustington, East Preston, Angmering and Littlehampton) LCN and had agreed to make a date to come back to East 

Preston. With sufficient notice, this council would then be able to ask neighbouring councils to send a representative to that 

meeting.  

 

The meeting AGREED it might be an idea to draw up a table of the different age brackets within the village and a list 

against each bracket of council offerings; for example, against school-age the council offers half-term playschemes and 

against teenage the council supports the East Preston Youth Club.  

 

Cllr Duff reported she had recently attended the Annual General Meeting of the Voluntary Action Arun & Chichester at 

which she had received a presentation from a West Sussex County Council officer on the Five Ways to Wellbeing as part 
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of the West Sussex Strategic Wellbeing and Resilience Framework (see the handout at Appendix A below). This is something the 

council could promote through a future newsletter.  

 

 

563/18 INTERGENERATIONAL MUSIC THERAPY SESSIONS 
 

Cllr Gander said she was keen to set up some intergenerational music therapy sessions within the village. Cllr Gander had 

been in touch with the local Jo Jingles franchisee, Katie, who had recently started a regular session at Green Willow care 

home in Vicarage Lane. Katie was not keen to do another regular session within East Preston but was keen to join in one-

off community events.  

 

Cllr Gander had also looked at the website for Waves Music Therapy, a group based in East Preston and led by Victoria 

Hart. Ms Hart had worked with East Preston SENCAT in the past thanks to a grant from this council. The Clerk reported 

Ms Hart was a big advocate of intergenerational activities and regularly contacted the council with suggestions; for 

example the article in the Spring 2015 newsletter on The Big Lunch had been Ms Hart’s suggestion.  

 

As part of Sussex Forest Activities, Cllr Chapman said intergenerational activities were very rewarding for participants but 

did not come without some difficulties.  

 

Cllr Gander offered to talk to an organiser of Crawley Posh Club for any available advice.  

 

The Clerk reported he had that day learnt of a new monthly music session running in the village, aimed at dementia cases. 

This was taking place at Our Lady, Star of the Sea church in Vermont Drive and was open to all. The committee was keen 

to learn more about this.  

 

Cllr Gander also mentioned an intergenerational art project she had recently read about where children from a pre-school 

had worked closely with residents of a West Sussex care home to create an artwork formed of 13,000 buttons. This was 

another idea the committee could explore.  

 

 

564/18 COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH 

 

The committee NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The committee AGREED it supported Mr Harris’s proposal, in principle. The Clerk had contacted Sgt Lemm of Sussex 

Police asking him to visit East Preston to meet with Mr Harris and other volunteers. Cllr Toney felt it was essential Sgt 

Lemm did meet with volunteers before they went out on patrol.  

 

Cllr Toney suggested Mr Harris might want to meet the co-ordinator of Angmering’s Community Speed Watch team now 

that was running again.  

 

The committee also NOTED it had not been possible to produce any Community Speed Watch stats recently.  

 

 

565/18 PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
 

The committee NOTED the following paper which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Wilkinson, as Chairman of the Website Working Party, had agreed the council could pay the invoice received for this 

work. The committee AGREED unanimously.  

 

The Clerk said he now had some ability to update the website. He asked committee members to let him know of anything 

glaringly out of date or incorrect and he would update to the best of his ability.   

 

 

566/18 BLUE PLAQUE TO COMMEMORATE ISRAEL ZANGWILL AND EDITH AYRTON 
 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The Clerk showed the committee an initial design for the plaque asking for suggestions as to how it could be improved. The 

Clerk had also sent the design to the Preservation Society for comment.  

 

The committee AGREED unanimously to recommend to Full Council it purchased a blue plaque and contribute the 

remainder of £500 after the purchase towards the installation costs. This contribution was purely because this will be the 

first blue plaque in the village.  

 

 

567/18 MEETING WITH NEIGHBOURING PARISH COUNCILS 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllrs Toney and Linton agreed they would try and agree a meeting day with the Chairmen of Angmering and Kingston 

Parish Councils as they had easy access to them, and then would invite the Chairmen of Rustington and Ferring Parish 

Councils.     

 

 

568/18 STREET CLEAN 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Duff suggested the council could use the Festival week as a justification for a range of tidying and prettying activities 

around the village. The committee thought this was a brilliant idea and asked Cllr Duff to come back with a more solid 

proposal. Any proposal could include groups such as the Scouts and Guides and become truly intergenerational.  

 

 

569/18  ROUNDSTONE LEVEL CROSSING 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The committee AGREED unanimously this was not a safe suggestion and would not be implemented.  

 

 

570/18  TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The committee AGREED to keep this idea on the backburner for a future newsletter.  

 

 

571/18 COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The committee AGREED to think of some regular, non-vital tasks it could offer to volunteers. Suggestions at the meeting 

included updating noticeboards, compiling Welcome Packs for the local estate agents, delivering event flyers.  

 

The Clerk would contact the volunteers and ascertain whether or not they were able to commit to a regular task or were 

they more interested in ad-hoc tasks.  

 

 

572/18 GIVE WAY SIGNAGE IN NORTH LANE 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As it had passed 21:00, the committee AGREED to defer this matter until its September meeting.  

 

 

573/18 EAST PRESTON BUSINESS COMMUNITY 

 

The following paper had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The committee liked this proposal and AGREED to it in principle depending upon the cost implications. The committee 

would begin to set its 2019/20 budget at the September meeting and this would be included then.  

 

 

574/18 NEXT MEETING (24
TH

 SEPTEMBER) 

 

In addition to any matter arising from the above, the Clerk asked the committee to consider the following at its next 

meeting: 

 

East Preston Official Guide 2019-2020 

 

British Food Fortnight 

 

Council involvement with the Sussex Community Rail Partnership and in particular the Angmering Station 

Partnership 

 

Dementia Awareness events 

 

Silver Sunday 2019 (probably 6
th

 October) 

 

The Clerk also said he had this afternoon met a couple from St Mary’s Drive and would be writing to Places for People on 

their behalf. Whilst not strictly related to this committee, the Clerk wanted this recorded somewhere.  

 

 

 

 

The Meeting closed at 21:15hrs. 

 

 

Chairman: Cllr Elizabeth Linton     Date:    24
th

 September 2018    

             Cllr Elizabeth Linton 

 

 

 

 

  


