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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

3rd September 2018 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Andrea Chapman, Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, Elizabeth Linton, Glyn 

Mathias, Rick McElroy, Steve Toney (Chairman) and Steve Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

County Councillor Roger Elkins (until 19:45) 

 

District Councillors Ricky Bower and Terry Chapman (both until 19:45) 

 

Six members of the public 

 

ABSENT: Councillors Christine Bowman, David Moore and Danny Shah 

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:01.  

 

 

616/18 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Toney welcomed those present, led a round of introductions and explained some items of meeting protocol.   

 

 

617/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence were accepted from Cllrs Bowman (work commitment), Moore (personal) and Shah (unavailable). 

 

 

618/18 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

No interests were declared at this point in the meeting.   

 

 

619/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
(Items below marked No Agenda Item are raised at the discretion of the Chairman.) 
 

No Agenda Item – Mrs Wallace read the following statement to the meeting: 

 

mailto:epparishcouncil@btconnect.com
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Agenda Item 11a – Amenities Committee – Mrs Amoo advised the committee she had seven questions she wished to ask 

the council with regard to the banning of ball games on the Village Green and the Warren Recreation Ground. 

 

What has been the nature of the anti-social behaviour experienced around the Village Green that had led to this decision? 

What damage had been done to the boules piste? 

What did the council see as the purpose of the Village Green? 

Has only one person complained only once? 

Was the outright ban on ball games the only solution the council could come up? Mrs Amoo said she had some suggestions 

the council could consider if it wished.  

Who would police the ban? 

What sanction would be applied to any children found playing ball games on the Village Green? 

The article in the Summer 2018 Newsletter said the village’s greenspaces were for the enjoyment of all residents – were 

young people not also residents of East Preston? 

When and how could this decision be overturned? 

 

Agenda Item 6a – West Sussex County Council – Mrs Fraser advised the meeting of a black trailer which was almost 

constantly parked in the lay-by on Worthing Road directly opposite The Street. Mrs Fraser felt the trailer was an eyesore and 

asked County Cllr Elkins if there was anything could be done.  

 

Agenda Item 8 – Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd July – Mrs Wallace asked about the wording of the letter the Parish 

Council had sent to the Village Hall Foundation concerning the Millennium Wall-hanging. The Clerk said he did not have 

the actual wording to hand but the letter had asked the Village Hall Foundation to reconsider rehanging the Millennium Wall-

hanging in the Village Hall.  

 

 

620/18 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
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Agenda Item 11a – Amenities Committee – Cllr McElroy started answering Mrs Amoo by saying the ban on ball games 

was not directed at any particular demographic within or without the village. The council had received several complaints 

about large groups playing football on the Village Green and causing unpleasantness for local residents. On behalf of the 

council, the committee had considered banning “large games” or “organised games”, but it would be impossible to 

differentiate. The council’s Amenities Committee was monitoring the situation and would review correspondence received 

about the decision in due course. The council had recently invested a significant amount of money in providing the village 

with a Multi-Use Games Area on Lashmar Recreation Ground which provided a far safer environment in which to play 

football and other ball games. Aside from the anti-social behaviour aspects of the playing of ball games on the Village Green, 

the Amenities Committee had had concerns about the safety of playing ball games in such a small location – balls were 

known to have hit cars parked around the Village Green and younger children could easily run out into Sea Road traffic to 

retrieve a ball. 

 

The Clerk added the nature of the anti-social behaviour had been large groups being verbally and physically threatening and 

intimidating to other users of the Village Green and to neighbours when asked to play respectfully. Residents had been 

subjected to threats of legal action if they got any closer to members of the group and such like. The Clerk restated Cllr 

McElroy’s comment the Amenities Committee was monitoring and reviewing the situation and would discuss it further at its 

meeting later in the month. The anti-social behaviour at the beginning of the spring and into the summer had been 

particularly bad this year which had resulted in complaints to the council and the Amenities Committee’s decision.  

 

Mrs Amoo said her sons had all played football on the Village Green. The council’s tack with residents bordering the Warren 

Recreation Ground when they complained about the playing of cricket there had always been you knew the risks when you 

moved into a property bordering the Warren Recreation Ground – why was the Village Green being treated differently? Mrs 

Amoo said she knew of young people who had been subjected to vile and vulgar barrages of abuse by one resident adjacent 

to the Village Green. Mrs Amoo said not all of her questions had been answered and said she would be taking this to the next 

Amenities Committee meeting.  

 

Cllr Gander declared a Personal Interest in the use of the boules piste as someone who played there regularly. She advised 

the meeting she personally had seen children cycling around the piste, majorly disturbing the surface. She was also aware the 

boules piste noticeboard had been kicked over this summer and had needed to be repaired. A lot of people play there 

regularly and a lot of work goes into keeping the piste in good condition for those people to enjoy.  

 

 

621/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

County Cllr Elkins opened by announcing he had recently been promoted onto the WSCC Cabinet as member for Highways 

& Infrastructure.  

 

Cllr Elkins had attended the Food & Drink Festival on 25th August and commented upon how “very, very busy” the event 

had been and how it was a “fantastic village event.” He offered a vote of thanks to everyone who had contributed to the 

success of the event.  

 

WSCC business had been slightly quieter over the summer although over the past few weeks he had attended numerous 

briefings on numerous Highways matters.  

 

Cllr Elkins praised the library service for its Mischief Makers summer reading challenge for children.  

 

The Key Stage 1 and 2 results had improved despite concerns about the reduced central funding available to schools. 

Although not yet at the national average, the results were now only a few percentage points short.  

 

Cllr Elkins reported he had had a useful meeting with Cllr Toney, the Clerk and Rob Torrance, WSCC Traffic Officer – Arun 

District, looking at whether any of the Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) residents have proposed over the past couple of 

years could be combined into a single proposal. Cllr Elkins stressed there was no guarantee any scheme would be put 

forward for implementation.  

 

Supported bus services were being reviewed and would need to prove their commercial viability.  

 

Cllr Linton congratulated Cllr Elkins on his promotion and asked whether that meant there was a greater likelihood the 

village would get the once-promised A259 slip-road (at the A280 roundabout for traffic travelling west on the A259). Cllr 

Elkins said he was supportive of the proposals and he will give the idea close scrutiny but he was not yet in a position to say 

what decisions he would be able to make in this matter.  

 

 

622/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 
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(Throughout this Minute, Cllr Chapman refers to District Cllr T Chapman not Parish Cllr A Chapman.) 

 

District Cllr Bower said he had been quite closely involved with the discussions around the A259 slip-road mentioned above 

and he too would be seeking reassurance from County Cllr Elkins in due course.  

 

ADC voted unanimously to ask the South Downs National Park Authority not to seek a judicial review over Highways 

England’s decision to pursue Option 5A for the A27 Arundel by-pass.   

 

The Local Plan had now been adopted by ADC and this will help control development across the District.  

 

District Cllr Chapman said he was saddened by the demise of Arun Co-ordinated Community Transport (ACCT) and 

SAMMY Transport as reported in the Clerk’s Report to this meeting. Cllr Chapman felt the impact would be severe.  

 

Cllr Chapman referred to the South Strand toilets meeting he had chaired on 17th August. He now had a mandate to 

investigate annual running costs more thoroughly with a view to putting a proposal to Kingston Parish Council to run the 

contract. He was confident a community group would be set up in time to take on the lease on 1st April. He thanked the 

Chairman and Clerk for attending the meeting and praised the Clerk’s “statesmanlike” contribution to the meeting in 

explaining why this council had decided not to renew the lease on the toilet block next year.  

 

New Financial Regulations were getting tighter and tighter: ADC produced just eight pages of annual accounts, but those 

eight pages were supported by 132 pages of notes. Cllr Chapman felt legislation leading to such background documentation 

merely confused members of the public rather than throwing light on the council’s finances.  

 

Cllr Chapman was delighted the Parish Council had arranged to have Armed Forces Training on 17th September with Sally 

Manning, WSCC Assistant Democratic Services Officer. This training would be very useful for councillors and officers in 

their interaction with service personnel within the village.  

 

Cllr Chapman had corresponded with a resident of Normandy Lane who wanted to pay for a permit to park at the 

Conservative Hall when visiting businesses in that area. Cllr Chapman had explained hirers of the hall expected full use of 

the car-park for their events and such a permit was not possible.  

 

Cllr Chapman confirmed he had been in touch with the Chairman of the East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation on 

behalf of the East Preston & Kingston Horticultural Society.  

 

In response to a question about the provision of hedgehog tunnels in new developments, Cllr Chapman said he had some 

notes he would pass on to the council. Cllr Bower added all strategic developments had to provide a comprehensive wildlife 

review before the Application could be considered.  

 

Cllr Chapman ended by offering his congratulations too to Cllr Elkins. 

 
(District Cllrs Bower and Chapman and County Cllr Elkins gave their apologies and left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

623/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2ND JULY 2018 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 6th July asking for comments by 13th July. No amendments were suggested.  

 

1230 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 2nd July.  

 

This action was completed.  

 

 

624/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment: 
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Nothing was added.  

 

 

625/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for July and August 2018 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  

 

1231 The council RESOLVED to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2018/19, value £24,056.92 (excl. 

VAT).  

 

1232 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for July 2018, totalling £2,564.50 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1233 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for July 2018 totalling £10,918.17 (incl. 

VAT).  

 

1234 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for August 2018, totalling £426.92 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1235 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for August 2018 totalling £15,676.57 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1236 The council RESOLVED to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, showing 

£147,218.56 net for the financial year ending 31st March 2019.  

 

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliations to 13th July and 14th August 2018. Cllr Shah had completed a paper 

bank reconciliation up to 13th July. Cllr Mathias agreed to complete a paper reconciliation for up to 14th August soon.  

 

The council NOTED the to-date Income & Expenditure Summary for 2018/19. 
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The Chairman thanked the council’s Assistant Clerk, Mrs Khoo, for her work on the above reports. 

 

 

626/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As Chairman of the Amenities Committee, Cllr McElroy said the committee had agreed to implement a No Ball Games 

policy on the Village Green and a No Exercise Classes policy on the Village Green and the Warren Recreation Ground. The 

committee had received a handful of correspondence about both these policies, some in favour, some against, and the 

policies would be reviewed at the committee’s next meeting. Cllr Gander said it had been difficult to find the right level to 

set a No Ball Games policy as the committee did not want to discourage, for example, grandparents pootling around with a 

grandchild and a ball. Cllr McElroy said there had been an unpleasant group in the village over the summer which had, for 

instance, led to the employment of a security guard at One Stop. The council had taken a difficult decision as had been 

publicised in the Summer 2018 Newsletter.  

 

Cllr Mathias, Chairman of the Audit & Governance Committee, said a meeting was scheduled for the week after this meeting 

but he had a feeling that date might change. 

 

As Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee, Cllr Linton thank the rest of the committee for its contributions 

through a busy time for the committee. There was a Food & Drink Festival debriefing on 5th September at 09:30. Merchant 

Navy Day (3rd September) had been well-attended, drawing some family members from as far away as Shrewsbury. The 

photocall with the ladies of the St Mary the Virgin Women’s Fellowship on 31st August had been fun and appreciated – this 

was a thank you for the litter-bag hoops the Fellowship had bought for the council. The committee had a playscheme running 

on the Wednesday morning of the Autumn half-term. The Village Hall had been booked for the council’s end-of-term party 

on 14th April – more details to follow. The next committee meeting would hopefully provide more news on intergenerational 

music therapy sessions and Community Speed Watch.  

 

Council noted the following additional report from the Planning & Licensing Committee had been circulated in advance of 

the meeting: 
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627/18 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – MAJOR EVENTS COMMITTEE 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Linton explained the membership of the Community Engagement Committee was very enthusiastic and was creating a 

lot of good ideas for the council, all of which took work to implement. Committee members had expressed concern the two 

major events of Christmas Celebrations and Food & Drink Festival were suffering because of a lack of professional officer 

input, particularly in the area of recording the meetings. Cllr Linton envisaged the Major Events Committee and the 

Community Engagement Committee meeting in alternate months.  

 

Cllr Gander added the Community Engagement Committee meeting agendas can become very long and this proposal would 

go some way to trimming that back a bit.  

 

The Clerk confirmed there was no financial impact in creating a new committee as the two events it would initially have 

responsibility for already had their own budget lines. There was a financial administration impact but the council’s budget 

would not increase as a result of this proposal.  

 

Cllr Mathias asked whether the council’s officers had been consulted on this, and the Clerk confirmed he had been.  

 

1237 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to create a Major Events Committee with its own budget.  
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The Clerk explained there would some administration necessary to set up the new committee which financially would be 

active only from next council year but which would start meeting sooner than that. The Chairman asked members to consider 

joining the committee.   

 

 

628/18 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – BLUE PLAQUE FOR FAR END 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

1238 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to purchase a Blue Plaque to be installed at Far End and to contribute 

towards the installation costs to a maximum of £500. 

 

The money will be taken from the council’s contingency budget line for the current year.  

 

 

629/18 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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1239 The Council RESOLVED unanimously Cllr Chapman should be elected to the Community Engagement 

Committee. 

 

Cllr Chapman abstained from this vote.  

 

 

630/18 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – COUNCIL INSURANCE 

 

As Vice-Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Cllr Wilkinson spoke in support of the following report 

which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

1240 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to enter into a three-year long-term agreement with Inspire for the 

council’s insurance. 

 

 

631/18 PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – ROLE OF A CHAIRMAN DOCUMENT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Gander re-explained the background to the document which the committee saw almost as a job description for the 

Chairman of the Council and committee chairmen.  

 

1241 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to adopt the Role of a Chairman document.  

 

 

632/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Linton advised there would be Food & Drink Festival and Christmas Celebrations meetings on 5 th September.  

 

Cllr Mathias said the Leases Working Party was waiting for an exchange of documents date from the council’s solicitor. The 

Clerk had recently chased.  

 

Cllr Wilkinson said there was little to add to his report except to plead for any suitable photographs of the village for the 

front page of the website.  

 

 

633/18 WARREN RECREATION GROUND 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The council NOTED the draft Minutes from the Warren Recreation Ground Annual General Meeting which had taken place 

on 13th August.  

 

 

634/18 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Minutes Page | 17                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 

 

 

 



 

Minutes Page | 18                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 
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Item 16 – Social Media – the Clerk confirmed the missing person had been found but, as far as he knew, the missing cat had 

not been found.  

 

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his report.  

 

 

635/18 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:  

 

 
 



 

Minutes Page | 23                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Minutes Page | 24                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 

 

 

 



 

Minutes Page | 25                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 

 

 

 
 

 

(L
e
ft

 t
o
 r

ig
h

t)
: 
C

o
u

n
c
ll
o
rs

 P
a
t 

G
a
n

d
e
r 

a
n

d
 S

te
v
e
 

T
o
n

e
y
, 
a
n

d
 E

la
y
n

n
e
 J

o
n

e
s
 f
ro

m
 E

a
s
t 

P
re

s
to

n
 

L
ib

ra
ry

  

 
 

 



 

Minutes Page | 26                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Minutes Page | 27                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 

 

 

 

(L
e
ft

 t
o
 r

ig
h

t)
: 
C

o
u

n
c
ll
o
rs

 P
a
t 

G
a
n

d
e
r 

a
n

d
 

S
te

v
e
 T

o
n

e
y
, 
a
n

d
 C

o
u

n
ty

 C
o
u

n
c
il
lo

r 
D

e
b
b
ie

 

K
e
n

n
a
rd

 o
u

ts
id

e
 E

a
s
t 

P
re

s
to

n
 w

a
r 

m
e
m

o
ri

a
l 
 

 
 

636/18 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

No questions were asked nor comments made.   

 

 

637/18 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (1ST OCTOBER) 

 

The Clerk explained the East Preston Festival Committee was holding its donations evening on 1st October too. In order to 

allow some council representatives to attend both meetings, the council AGREED the meeting could start at 18:30 on this 

occasion.  

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 20:25 
 

 

Chairman: Cllr Steve Toney               Date:    1st October 2018   

                   Councillor Steve Toney 

 

 

 
END 

 

 

 
 


