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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

5
th
 March 2018 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Christine Barber (until 20:19), Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, Elizabeth 

Linton, Glyn Mathias, Rick McElroy, Danny Shah, Steve Toney (Chairman) and Steve 

Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

County Councillor Roger Elkins (until 19:52) 

 

Mr K Chamberlain, East Preston Cricket Club 

 

Mrs C Amoo (until 19:52), Mrs D Lee and Mrs J Wallace 

 

ABSENT: Councillors Joop Duijf, Pat Gander, David Moore and Hazel Tester 

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:00. In the absence of a Chairman and with the Vice-Chairman of the Council indisposed: 

 

1179 The Council RESOLVED unanimously Cllr Toney should be Chairman of the meeting.   

 

 

147/18 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Toney welcomed those present, led a round of introductions and explained some items of meeting protocol.   

 

 

148/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence were accepted from Cllrs Duijf (away), Gander (ill), Moore (family illness) and Tester (ill).  

 

Apologies had also been received from District Cllr Chapman. 

 

 

149/18 APPOINTMENT OF A CHAIRMAN FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2017/18 

 

The following paper was circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

mailto:epparishcouncil@btconnect.com
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No candidates came forward. 

 

 

150/18 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

As a member of the Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club, Cllr Linton declared a Pecuniary Interest in Agenda Item 16, 

Leases Working Party – To agree the council can enter into the new draft lease with Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club.  

 

As the Chairman of the East Preston Youth Club, Cllr Mathias declared a Personal Interest in Agenda Item 14, Finance & 

General Purposes Committee – To agree to release £5,000 from earmarked reserves to East Preston Youth Club.  

 

 

151/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
(Items below marked No Agenda Item are raised at the discretion of the Chairman.) 

 

Agenda Item 7 – West Sussex County Council – Mrs Lee expressed her concerns about the parking at the north-eastern 

end of Old Worthing Road as the road curves road to meet the A259 Littlehampton Road – from the eastern junction with 

Arlington Crescent east. Just eight or ten cars now parking there regularly are narrowing the available carriageway and 

leading to problems for traffic heading in either direction. The Clerk had advised Mrs Lee he had contacted Angmering 

Parish Council – the stretch of road in question falls within Angmering Parish Council’s boundary – but it had received no 

concerns raised by its own residents. Mrs Lee did not find this surprising as few Angmering residents would be affected; the 

main residents affected would be from East Preston or Kingston. Mrs Lee asked County Cllr Elkins if he could help with 

getting some parking restrictions implemented along that stretch of Old Worthing Road.  

 

No Agenda Item – Mrs Lee asked whether there was any update on the laughable fingerpost commissioned by Angmering 

Parish Council just north of the Roundstone Level Crossing. Mrs Lee was convinced no driver could actually read the 

fingerpost without stopping and getting out to have a closer look.  

 

Agenda Item 9 – Minutes of the meeting held on 5
th

 February – Mrs Wallace referred to Minute 88/18 and having noted 

the Clerk was due to meet with Vicki Davey at East Preston Library on Tuesday, 6
th

 March, Mrs Wallace had sent Mrs 

Davey a letter from the Collage Reinstatement Campaign. Mrs Wallace read the letter to the council: 
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Agenda Item 9 – Minutes of the meeting held on 5

th
 February – Mrs Amoo also referred to Minute 88/18 and the 

Millennium Wall-hanging. Mrs Amoo had moved to East Preston in 2001, partly for the sense of the community she 

expected from a village – a real not superficial sense of community. For much of the ensuing seventeen years, Mrs Amoo and 
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her family have thrown themselves into working for the community. Over the last five or six years, Mrs Amoo had noted a 

deterioration in that real sense of community: people park where they like, regardless of the destruction caused to grass 

verges or the inconvenience to which their parking puts others, people no longer make eye contact or greet you. Mrs Amoo 

felt a major part of the destruction of community spirit was engendered by the East Preston & Kingston Village Hall 

Foundation committee’s “absolute disregard” of the genuinely held wish of many villagers to have the Millennium Wall-

hanging reinstated in the Village Hall. Mrs Amoo pleaded passionately for the Village Hall Foundation committee to pay 

respect to villagers who have gone before including those who contributed to the creation of the wall-hanging. Several of the 

remaining creators of the wall-hanging were elderly and, facing facts, would not be around for many more years. Mrs Amoo 

said any excuses around the insurance could now be considered nonsense. Mrs Amoo ended by saying she was fed up with 

this situation but she would not give up. 

 

Agenda Item 12c – Community Engagement Committee – Mrs Amoo said she was very grateful the Parish Council was 

getting involved in Commonwealth Day. However, she did not feel the council was going far enough in making the 

community aware of the Commonwealth’s contribution to the world as a whole. She was pleased to see the council had asked 

for residents from Commonwealth countries to volunteer to read the Commonwealth Affirmation, something her son had 

done for the council last year. Mrs Amoo suggested the council should find out which residents come from which 

Commonwealth countries, should work in conjunction with East Preston schools to educate pupils about the Commonwealth 

and should fly the flags of Commonwealth countries on occasions throughout the year.  

   

No Agenda Item – Mrs Amoo ended by asking if there was still a police force in Sussex as she never saw police officers in 

the village. 

 

Agenda Item 17a – East Preston Cricket Club – As current Chairman and President of the East Preston Cricket Club, Mr 

Chamberlain said the club was one of a decreasing number of community clubs in the village. The club had a thriving youth 

section providing recreational cricket for youngsters. Cricket was no longer played in most schools and is not shown on 

terrestrial television and so the club outreaching into East Preston schools was often the first introduction local children had 

to the game. At senior level, the club had two teams playing in the West Sussex Invitation League. The club tried to keep 

subs low, currently £60 a year, but on top of that was an £8 match fee and teas had to be paid for too. The Warren Recreation 

Ground was a relatively small ground for cricket and it was imperative the club and council worked together to protect the 

neighbours. Repairing the existing netting was expensive because of the manpower and cherry-picker required. The existing 

nets had been in situ for about twenty years and had been extended. When the netting was first installed, the council had paid 

⅔ and the club had paid ⅓ of the costs. Mr Chamberlain hoped the council could see its way to continuing with a similar 

arrangement. In the years since the netting was first installed, the club had paid for all the minor repairs.   

 

 

152/18 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

The Clerk responded to Mrs Amoo on two matters. Firstly, the council’s Community Engagement Committee had fully 

intended to make more of Commonwealth Day this year but with the resignation of the Chairman and the incapacity of the 

Vice-Chairman, plans had had to be scaled back. Hopefully next year will be a different story. Secondly, there was still a 

police force in Sussex but its well-publicised focus nowadays tended to be on cyber-crime. County Cllr Elkins added Sussex 

Police was a limited resource focussed on responding to incidents and public safety at locations such as Gatwick Airport. The 

force was also trying to tackle large volumes of drugs coming into the whole county from London and further afield. Cllr 

Elkins and Cllr McElroy advised everyone Sussex Police operated on numbers and the more calls it received from different 

reporters the more impetus it had to respond. Mrs Amoo suggested the council could write to Sussex Police to express the 

concerns raised and, noting the comments made above, Mrs Amoo suggested all councillors and members of the public 

present at the meeting could complain individually too.    

 

 

153/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

County Cllr Elkins announced it was Wellbeing Month at West Sussex County Council and, picking up on comments made 

during Public Session, said a number of events during the month were held in local libraries. Another popular service is the 

free-of-charge ancestry service run by the library service. Libraries actively address social exclusion within West Sussex 

communities.  

 

Up to £90,000 had been awarded in Operation Watershed grants recently.  

 

In response to Mrs Lee’s plea about parking restrictions in Old Worthing Road, Cllr Elkins repeated the advice he had given 

before on Traffic Regulation Orders – evidence of public support for any proposed TRO needs to be provided before WSCC 

will investigate further. There is only money to implement two TROs in Arun each year and each is prioritised against a 

number of criteria. As the proposed parking restrictions would be in Angmering ward, Cllr Elkins would liaise with this 

colleague Cllr Urquhart when the time came.  
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WSCC was trialling a new funding methodology from April, working alongside a crowdfunding consultancy which would 

try and help projects tap into further funding once an amount of public buy-in had been displayed.  

 

The Fire & Rescue Service had recently purchased a new appliance with an aerial platform with a reach of up to 32 metres. 

The appliance was purchased substantially under budget of £610,000 and will be based at Horsham. The Fire & Rescue 

Service had additionally purchased a drone which will be used to scope incidents such as heath fires and help in searches for 

missing people, flooding incidents and such like.  

 

In response to a question about the proposed A259 slip-road westbound into East Preston, Cllr Elkins said the new funding 

methodology did not apply to this although in future he could see crowdfunding could be used for such projects. In response 

to a question about whether there was a risk crowdfunding was more successful in more affluent areas to the detriment of 

less affluent areas, Cllr Elkins said there were different views on this but hopefully the introduction of a crowdfunding 

element would even the playing field.  

 
(Cllr Elkins and Mrs Amoo left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

154/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) – SUSSEX DAY 

 

Council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As Vice-Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee, Cllr Linton confirmed the committee would consider this 

further at its meeting later in the month. 

 

 

155/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 

 

No Arun District Councillors attended the meeting as it was their group’s Annual General Meeting. 

 

 

156/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

Council NOTED the following paper which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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There were no questions or comments. 

 

 

157/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5
TH

 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 6
th

 February asking for comments by 13
th

 February. No comments or suggestions 

had been received from councillors. 

 

1180 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting that took place on 

5
th

 February.  



 

Page | 8  FINAL Chairman’s Initials: RM 

 

 

This action was completed.  

 

 

158/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Nothing was added. 

 

 

159/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for February 2018 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  



 

Page | 10  FINAL Chairman’s Initials: RM 

 

 

1181 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2017/18, value 

£7,504.68.  

 

1182 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for February 2018, 

totalling £610.64 (incl. VAT).  

 

1183 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for February 2018 

totalling £11,324.72 (incl. VAT).  

 

1184 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, 

showing £269,879.15 net for the financial year ending 31
st
 March 2018.  

 

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliation to 14
th

 February 2018. Cllr Shah had completed a paper Bank 

Reconciliation in advance of the meeting.  

 

The council NOTED the Budget Summary for the financial year to date without comment.  

 

The Chairman thanked the Assistant Clerk for the financial reports. 

 

 

160/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Linton advised the meeting the date of the Community Engagement Committee meeting had been changed from the 

originally agreed 26
th

 March to the 29
th

 March.  

 

 

161/18 AMENITIES COMMITTEE – WARREN RECREATION GROUND - EAST PRESTON VILLAGE PRE-

SCHOOL 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As Chairman of the Amenities Committee, Cllr McElroy provided further background to this paper. He advised his 

committee and the council as a whole was very aware the Warren Recreation Ground was public land and access to all areas 

must be retained. That said, the East Preston Village Pre-school was expected by OFSTED to provide a secure outdoors area 

in order to continue providing a valuable service to the very young of the village. 

 

Mr Chamberlain advised the proposal required the re-siting of a bench honouring stoolball player Kay Turner. Mr 

Chamberlain confirmed the East Preston Stoolball Club was happy for the bench to be re-siting along the northern side of the 

Warren Recreation Ground.  

 

Although an explicit vote was not required as this item was just for noting: 

 

1185 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to support the East Preston Village Pre-school in providing a secure 

outdoors area at the Warren Recreation Ground. 

 

The Clerk said he would meet with representatives of the Pre-school and the Cricket Club in order to draw up an agreement 

on matters such as removal of the fencing should the Pre-school fold and the colour of the fencing. 

 

 

162/18 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – EAST PRESTON YOUTH CLUB 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Mathias declared a Personal Interest in this matter as Chairman of the East Preston Youth Club. Cllr Mathias did not 

take part in any discussion on this matter and did not vote. 

 

As Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Cllr Shah introduced this item.  

 

1186 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to release £5,000 from earmarked reserves to the East Preston Youth Club. 

 

 

163/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Linton advised the Food & Drink Festival Working Party was scheduled to meet on Friday, 9
th

 March in order to agree 

the line-up of stallholders for this year’s Festival. That meeting may be followed by a Christmas Celebrations meeting too.  

 

Cllr Mathias confirmed the Leases Working Party was beavering away on the new lease to the Angmering-on-Sea Lawn 

Tennis Club. The new lease would be for twenty-five years with an option for an extension to bring it up to twenty-five years 

should the club get Planning Permission to build a brick clubhouse.  

 

Cllr Wilkinson advised the Website Working Party had met with Maureen Chaffe and discussed some ideas which Mrs 

Chaffe was now working on. The working party’s next meeting was on Monday, 12
th

 March.  

 

 

164/18 LEASES WORKING PARTY – ANGMERING-ON-SEA LAWN TENNIS CLUB 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As a member of the Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club, Cllr Linton declared Personal and Pecuniary Interests in this 

matter and chose not to take part in any discussion and did not vote.  

 

Cllr Mathias spoke in support of the supporting paper. 

 

1187 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to allow the Leases Working Party to authorise signing of the new lease on 

behalf of the council when it is happy.     

 

 

165/18 EAST PRESTON CRICKET CLUB – SAFETY NETTING 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Here is the photograph mentioned in Mr Chamberlain’s email: 

 

 
 

There was some discussion as to why this matter had been brought straight to Full Council rather than going to the Amenities 

Committee first (as a Warren Recreation Ground matter) or as a Grant Aid request to the Finance & General Purposes 

Committee as similar requests from the Village Hall Foundation and East Preston & Kingston Bowls Club have been 

directed down that route. The Clerk explained this was a matter of timing as the cricket season was due to begin in April 

which was before any Grant Aid request could be considered; the annual survey of the safety netting was carried out as close 

to the beginning of the season as possible so as to be as up-to-date as possible. That did not stop the council from making a 

recommendation as to whether or not a Grant Aid request should be completed and a recommendation as to how the Finance 

& General Purposes Committee should consider it.  

 

Mr Chamberlain added he felt this matter was slightly different to similar requests from the Village Hall Foundation and 

Bowls Club as the council is the trustee of the Warren Recreation Ground and had a responsibility to the neighbours of the 

ground. He accepted there would be no need for safety netting if cricket was not played at the ground but as he had explained 

earlier there was little money left from annual subs and match fees when the increasing costs of playing had been accounted 

for.  

 

Mr Chamberlain said the netting was now about twenty years old and would need to be replaced wholly soon. He agreed to 

get a quotation for that work together with an estimate as to when that work might be needed.  

 

Cllr Linton proposed the council pay the whole £1,065 + VAT.  

 

Cllr Mathias proposed an amendment to Cllr Linton’s proposal to pay two-thirds of the whole amount, £710 + VAT. 

 

1188 The Council RESOLVED to accept Cllr Mathias’s amendment.    

 
(Cllr Barber left the meeting at this point.)  

 

1189 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to contribute £710 towards essential maintenance of the safety netting at 

the Warren Recreation Ground. 

 

This money would be taken from the council’s Contingency budget line for the current financial year. This resolution did not 

set a precedent for the future split of expenditure on the safety netting – that would require a proposal from one of the 

council’s committees.    

 

 

166/18 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his report.  

 

 

167/18 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Linton stressed the importance of the General Data Protection Regulations for the council. She urged all 

councillors to attend the training session on 12
th
 March if at all possible.  
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Cllr Linton also said she and others at the Highways & Transport meeting felt very strongly there was a need for a 

westbound slip-road from the A259 Littlehampton Road onto the Old Worthing Road. This was to be considered 

further at the main Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee meeting on 6
th
 March.  

 

 

168/17 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

Cllr Gale suggested Mr Bathmaker might like to try and get from ASDA to East Preston at 5pm on a weekday 

evening. Mrs Lee supported this strength of feeling. 

 

 
169/18 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (9

TH
 APRIL) 

 

Nothing new was suggested.      

 

1190 The Council RESOLVED unanimously Cllr McElroy should be Chairman of the meeting.   

   

 

 

The meeting concluded at 20:27 
 

 

Chairman: Cllr Rick McElroy   Date:    9
th

 April 2018   

 

 

 
END 

 

 


