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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

9
th
 April 2018 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Christine Bowman, Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, Elizabeth Linton, Glyn 

Mathias, Rick McElroy (Chairman), David Moore, Danny Shah, Steve Toney and Steve 

Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

County Councillor Roger Elkins  

 

District Councillors Ricky Bower and Terry Chapman (both until 19:35) 

 

Four members of the public 

 

ABSENT: Councillor Joop Duijf  

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:00. In the absence of a Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council, the council had resolved at 

the last meeting Cllr McElroy should chair this meeting (Minute 169/18, Resolution 1190). Following her recent marriage, Cllr 

Barber was now Cllr Bowman. 

 

 

255/18 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr McElroy welcomed those present, led a round of introductions and explained some items of meeting protocol.   

 

 

256/18 COUNCILLOR HAZEL TESTER 

 

Cllr McElroy then led two minutes’ silence as a mark of respect for Cllr Tester and then read the following statement: 

 

“Before this evening’s meeting continues, I ask you all to join me in two minutes’ silence in memory of Councillor Hazel 

Tester who sadly died on 7
th

 March aged just 71.  

 

“Hazel joined the council in March 2012 and worked tirelessly for the village. Prior to joining the council Hazel had been a 

social worker, a nurse and a biker and brought these skills to the council. 

 

“As part of the council, Hazel was immensely proud to have played a major part in reintroducing a Christmas event to the 

village and also for having led the team which organised the first two East Preston Food & Drink Festivals.  

 

“As well as being Vice-Chairman since 2015, Hazel had been Chairman of the council's Community Engagement and 

Personnel committees, the latter in particular presenting Hazel with some unexpected challenges.  

 

mailto:epparishcouncil@btconnect.com
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“As a member of the Planning & Licensing committee, Hazel became a strong champion for the retention of chimneys on the 

village's more traditional properties.  

 

“Hazel was an enthusiastic supporter of the East Preston Business Community, regularly attending its monthly Business 

Breakfast meetings to represent the council.  

 

“Following the resignation of Cllr Duijf from the chairmanship of the council, Hazel had readily stepped up to cover the 

chairmanship until a new Chairman was appointed.  

  

“Away from the council, Hazel was well-known within the WI across the county and beyond, volunteered at St Barnabas 

House and created the East Preston Friends of St Barnabas, was an enthusiastic beader and beading teacher, loved and 

collected giraffes, but above all that, a much-loved mother and grandmother.  

  

“Hazel will be greatly missed by the council which sends its best wishes to her family and all who knew and loved her. The 

council thanks everyone who has already expressed condolences.” 

 

 

257/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence were accepted from Cllr Duijf (away). 

 

 

258/18 APPOINTMENT OF A CHAIRMAN FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2017/18 

 

The following paper was circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Toney said he was happy to be considered for the role of Chairman, understanding this appointment was only for a 

month.  

 

1191 The Council RESOLVED unanimously Cllr Toney should be Chairman for the remainder of the 2017/18 council 

year.    

 

As the Clerk did not have a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form with him and as Cllr McElroy had prepared for the 

Chairmanship of the meeting, it was AGREED he should continue to chair the meeting.  

 

 

259/18 APPOINTMENT OF A VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2017/18 

 

The following paper was circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr McElroy said he was happy to be considered for the role of Vice-Chairman, understanding this appointment was only for 

a month.  

 

1192 The Council RESOLVED unanimously Cllr McElroy should be Vice-Chairman for the remainder of the 2017/18 

council year.    

 

 

260/18 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

No declarations were made.  

 

 

261/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 
(Items below marked No Agenda Item are raised at the discretion of the Chairman.) 
 

At the beginning of this item, Cllr McElroy reminded members of the public they should only refer to items on the meeting’s 

Agenda and should speak for no longer than three minutes. This was enshrined in the council’s Standing Orders and 

published on every council Agenda.  

 

Agenda Item 18 – Clerk’s Report – Mrs Wallace first referred to Item 6 of the Clerk’s Report, Annual meeting with East 

Preston Library, 6
th

 March. Mrs Wallace asked if it was possible to get some sort of breakdown of the 20,862 visitors figure, 

regular visitors compared to those who attended one-off events. The Clerk replied he would ask Mrs Davey, Cluster 

Manager.  

 

Mrs Wallace then referred to item 10 of the Clerk’s Report, Meeting with the Chairman of the East Preston & Kingston 

Village Hall Foundation, 14
th

 March. Mrs Wallace asked when the usual twice-yearly meeting would take place. The Clerk 

replied he did not know but assured Mrs Wallace his meeting had only been an interim meeting.   

 

 

262/18 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

None.    

 

 

263/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

County Cllr Elkins began by advising the meeting the planned surface dressing works in The Street and Fairlands this week 

had been postponed. He had not got to the bottom of the postponement and did not know any new dates for this work. He 

advised there were likely to be delays on the A24 and A27 for two weeks from 23
rd

 April whilst there are roadworks in Long 

Furlong as traffic would naturally divert onto these two other roads. The roadworks would only be operational between 09:30 

and 16:00, in an attempt to reduce the disruption. Cllr Elkins also said Long Furlong was scheduled for some resurfacing in 

2019/2020.  

 

WSCC was supporting a national campaign called Care Aware. WSCC had created a guidance document aimed at the 70% 

of care home intake involving the family. 

 

The FindItOut Centre at Bognor Regis was holding an event for young people and their families to learn about future 

employment opportunities in the area. The event was to be held on 24
th

 April.  

 

WSCC had obtained grants for its Bikeability cycle proficiency scheme. Last year, 9,000 children and adults passed through 

the scheme. This year, the scheme will be extended to include children as young as Year 1.  
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A consultation designed to ensure the council’s budget for non-commercial bus services was being spent on the right services 

was imminent. Currently, WSCC spent £2½m a year on such services, recouping £1½ in fares. The Clerk asked whether the 

consultation would give people the opportunity to ask about new services, for example an hourly service to the southern end 

of the village as such a service would allow some residents to give up their cars. Cllr Elkins had not seen the whole 

consultation yet but thought it likely there would be some way to record such wishes within the consultation survey. The 

Clerk agreed to send Cllr Elkins some more information on the wish for a bus service to the southern end of the village.   

 

 

264/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 

 

District Cllr Bower told the meeting the Arun Local Plan could be adopted as early as 23
rd

 May, a special council meeting 

has been scheduled for that purpose. The council was just waiting to receive what it hoped would be the Inspector’s final 

report. [Clerk’s Note: council received an email on the morning after this meeting advising the Inspector’s final report was 

now anticipated in July 2018.] 

 

District Cllr Chapman said he was currently working on only one case in the village, that of a property in North Lane 

suffering some nuisance from a neighbouring property.  

 

Cllr Chapman referred to the Clerk’s detailed report on the WSCC Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee (JEAAC) meeting 

which Cllr Chapman had had the pleasure of chairing. He was pleased the meeting had supported the idea of keeping the 

westbound slip-road from the junction of the A259 and A280 within the design for the improvements to the A259. The issue 

was money and Cllr Chapman believed all affected needed to “keep banging on about it” and not let the slip-road disappear. 

The matter was already on the Agenda for the July JEAAC meeting.  

 

Cllr Chapman, whilst not averse to the idea of unisex toilets himself, was concerned at a policy proposal at ADC for the 

introduction of unisex toilets across the district. He was aware there were residents of East Preston who would be unhappy at 

this proposal. There was currently no intention for ADC to hold a public consultation on the proposal. Cllr Chapman felt 

there was a fundamental public safety issue here which was not being addressed satisfactorily.  

 

Having just written his annual report as Community Military Covenant lead for ADC, Cllr Chapman informed the meeting 

he had worked on fifteen cases over the past year, two of which had been within East Preston. Matters covered ranged from 

housing and mobility issues to financial assistance with funeral costs. There were a lot of Forces’ charities in the UK, many 

of which had a speciality, but the Royal British Legion did sterling work linking these all together for the benefit of those 

who have served in this country’s military. Cllr Chapman advised the Ministry of Defence had money set aside to help 

World War II veterans visit the battlefields of their youth or the cemeteries in which their friends and colleagues may be 

buried.  

 

Cllr Chapman ended by urging this council to consider how it might mark the end of the First World War, 100 years ago this 

November. Again, there are Ministry of Defence funds available and Cllr Chapman would help with advice needed. As Vice-

Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee, Cllr Linton asked for this matter to be added to the Agenda for that 

committee’s next meeting.  

 

Responding to a question, Cllrs Chapman, Bower and Elkins between them said the February 2018 start date for the A259 

improvements had passed because they believed additional survey work was necessary and it was likely visible construction 

would not take place until the beginning of 2019. ADC has not yet received a Planning Application for the expansion to the 

road. This may be a further route through which the council could campaign for the inclusion of the slip-road into East 

Preston.  

 
(Cllrs Bower and Chapman left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

265/18 VELO SOUTH 

 

Council NOTED two pieces of correspondence relating to the Velo South cycle race scheduled to take place on 23
rd

 

September, 2018. The first piece of correspondence was a lengthy email Ian Thatcher sent to all Town and Parish Councils in 

West Sussex on 7
th

 March and the second piece was a reply from the Leader of West Sussex County Council, Cllr Louise 

Goldsmith sent on 15
th

 March. 

 

Cllr Mathias felt Cllr Mrs Goldsmith’s response had been pitiful and unhelpful. County Cllr Elkins reminded the meeting the 

route of Velo South did not come anywhere near East Preston so disruption would be minimal. Cllr Linton did not agree; 

from previous experience of similar events, disruption can occur many miles away. It was agreed anyone thinking of going 

out on the day of Velo South should steer well clear.  
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266/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5
TH

 MARCH 2018 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 9
th

 March asking for comments by 16
th

 March. No comments or suggestions had 

been received from councillors. 

 

1193 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting that took place on 

5
th

 March.  

 

This action was completed.  

 

 

267/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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In response to a question, the Clerk and Cllr McElroy as Chairman of the Amenities Committee said signage announcing the 

closure of the South Strand toilets was in hand.  

 

 

268/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for March 2018 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  

 

1194 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2017/18, value 

£2,495.27 (excl. VAT).  

 

1195 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for March 2018, 

totalling £1,097.21 (incl. VAT).  

 

1196 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for March 2018 totalling 

£30,214.07 (incl. VAT).  

 

1197 The council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, 

showing £271,357.37 net for the financial year ending 31
st
 March 2018.  
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The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliation to 14
th

 March 2018. Cllr Mathias had completed a paper Bank 

Reconciliation in advance of the meeting.  

 

The council NOTED the Budget Summary for the financial year to date without comment.  

 

The Chairman thanked the Assistant Clerk for the financial reports. 

 

 

269/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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A question was raised about the boundary of the Coastal Caravan Park. As Chairman of the Amenities Committee, Cllr 

McElroy asked for this to be added to the Agenda for the committee’s next meeting.  

 

In response to a further question, Cllr McElroy confirmed he could see no reason why the widened gate and matting on the 

Village Green should not be in place by the end of June, in plenty of time for the Food & Drink Festival on 25
th

 August.  
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Cllr McElroy explained users of the Village Green car-park were still expected to pay the hourly rate but during the summer 

there was no three-hour cap on daytime stays in the car-park. 

 

As Vice-Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee, Cllr Linton said the preparation for the council to take part in 

the East Preston Festival Carnival Parade was progressing. She agreed to send all councillors and update, advising how any 

councillors not already involved could get involved.  

 

 

270/18 AUDIT & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE – COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 

 

The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Mathias explained the committee had realised it was relevant for all committee chairs to attend Audit & Governance 

Committee meetings as matters discussed would frequently affect those committees as well as the general running of the 

council.  

 

1198 The Council RESOLVED unanimously all committee Chairmen should automatically be part of the council’s 

Audit & Governance Committee. 

 

It was AGREED automatic membership of the Audit & Governance Committee did not preclude councillors from belonging 

to a maximum of three of the other committees simultaneously.  

 

 

271/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Linton advised preparations for both the Christmas Celebrations event on 24
th

 November and the Food & Drink Festival 

on 25
th

 August were proceeding nicely.  
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Cllr Mathias reported the Leases Working Party had been concerned by some correspondence between the council’s solicitor 

and the Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club’s solicitor which did not seem to have been answered by the council’s 

solicitor. The Leases Working Party had asked for a meeting with the council’s solicitor. This was still being arranged.  

 

Cllr Wilkinson confirmed the Clerk’s update on the Website Working Party.  

 

 

272/18 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 



 

Minutes Page | 12  DRAFT Chairman’s Initials: 
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his report.  

 

Item 15 – Things we have been asked… - Cllr Linton asked for the matter of an East Preston flag to be added to the agenda 

for the committee’s next meeting, which is scheduled for 31
st
 May.  

 

Item 3 – Sussex Police - Cllr Shah asked whether the council had been contacted by Sussex Police about helping to identify 

the man in the cctv footage. The Clerk replied it had not.  

 

 

273/18 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The Clerk confirmed he had published the Notice of Vacancy that day in the Council Office window, on the 

council’s website and it would be included in the next e-newsletter to residents and in the council’s noticeboards 
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in due course. As it was unlikely a by-election would be called, an article would also be included in the Spring 

2018 Newsletter which was to be published in May.  

 

 
274/18 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (14

TH
 MAY) 

 

Nothing new was suggested.   

 

Cllr Toney advised the meeting Paul Kelly had resigned as co-ordinator of the village’s Community Speed Watch team 

because of the demands of the General Data Protection Regulations. Community Engagement would discuss this matter.  

 

 

275/18 CHAIRMAN OF THE MAY MEETING 

 

The following paper was circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

As Cllr Toney had become Chairman of the Council, he would open the May meeting. [Clerk’s Note: Should nobody 

become permanent Chairman, Cllr Gander was first councillor to volunteer to chair the May meeting.] 

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 20:02 
 

 

Chairman: ………………………………………………..   Date:    14
th

 May 2018   

 

 

 
END 

 

 


