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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 

5
th
 November 2018 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston at 19:00. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Christine Bowman, Andrea Chapman, Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, 

Elizabeth Linton, Glyn Mathias, Rick McElroy, David Moore, Danny Shah, Steve Toney 

(Chairman) and Steve Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

County Councillor Roger Elkins (until 20:18) 

 

District Councillors Ricky Bower and Terry Chapman (both until 20:15) 

 

Eight members of the public 

 

Police Constable Ed James, British Transport Police (until 19:35) 

 

* * * * * 

 
The following abbreviations may appear in these Minutes: 

 
ADC – Arun District Council; BTP – British Transport Police; JEAAC – Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee; NHS – National Health Service; NR – 

Network Rail; SSALC – Sussex and Surrey Associations of Local Councils; VHF – East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation; WSCC – West 

Sussex County Council 

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:00.   

 

 

800/18 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Toney welcomed those present, led a round of introductions and explained some items of meeting protocol.   

 

 

801/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

All East Preston Parish Councillors were present. 

 

An apology had been received from Mrs Maureen Fraser and Mrs Dorothy Lee. 

 

 

802/18 BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE, RAILWAY SAFETY CAMERA PARTNERSHIP 

 

  

mailto:epparishcouncil@btconnect.com
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The council received a presentation from PC Ed James, Level Crossing Enforcement / Roads Policing Unit, Railway Safety 

Camera Partnership.  

 

PC James explained he operates a mobile safety vehicle at level crossings. The vehicle was jointly owned by BTP and 

Network Rail and included cctv cameras and number-plate recognition equipment. The vehicle was looking for vehicle and 

pedestrian offences at level crossings. PC James’s role encompassed safety, education and enforcement.  

 

There were over 6,500 level crossings in the UK. Each of these presented its own unique set of risks. The Roundstone Level 

Crossing is a regular location for PC James and its layout presented specific challenges both for users and also for PC James 

in setting up the mobile vehicle.  

 

PC James then invited comments and questions from the floor.  

 

Mrs Longman said she was a regular user of the crossing and explained her view of the problems experienced by users on 

both sides of the level crossing. Mrs Longman also asked whether a Give Way sign at the top of North Lane would be 

effective in reducing the number of drivers who force themselves out at the top of North Lane, often resulting in cars being 

stranded on the level crossing coming south and west from Old Worthing Road.  

 

District Cllr Bower supported Mrs Longman’s suggestion for a Give Way sign at the top end of North Lane. He expressed 

his concern there will sadly be a fatality at the crossing in the not-too-distant future. The problem was exacerbated by the 

length of time the gates were closed before a train passed through. This was as a result of aged signalling equipment. Cllr 

Mathias added this situation was supposed to be improved by in-cab signalling but that had not arrived in the timespan 

originally quoted.  

 

PC James said there was a one-second grace period on red light offences. He said he would prefer to see the white stop line 

on the eastbound carriageway of Worthing Road moved closer to the barriers. Some level crossings have a stretch of No 

Overtaking carriageway either side.  

 

Cllr Bowman said satellite navigation systems took drivers down Roundstone Lane to the crossing and for people unfamiliar 

with the area that was not a good thing. 

 

The Clerk explained the white line had moved when the level crossing was widened in about 2013. At the time, WSCC had 

said the white line could only be moved closer with the agreement of the relevant Secretary of State and WSCC was not 

prepared to undergo that process.  

 

County Cllr Elkins said he believed everyone involved with the management of and across the level crossing was doing their 

best at what was a very unique layout. He said he was happy to talk further to WSCC officers and perhaps arrange a small 

meeting with interested parties. He asked PC James if he could get hold of any accident data for the area around and 

including the crossing.  

 

Cllr Linton reminded the meeting the Parish Council had commissioned a traffic survey of the situation at the Roundstone 

Level Crossing and this had proposed some short-, medium- and long-term solutions to the recorded problems there. This 

had been presented to WSCC and pretty much ignored. This also included measures which would have given additional 

protection to pedestrians.  

 

The Clerk explained the solutions mentioned by Cllr Linton had been presented to the WSCC JEAAC Highways & 

Transport sub-group which had refused to consider the solutions until the dualling of the A259 between Station Road and the 

junction with the A280, work which at the time was scheduled to have been completed by early 2018. 

 

Cllr Bowman said Stagecoach drivers did not help matters by pushing out at the top end of North Lane both when the gates 

were up and down.  

 

The Clerk reported Stagecoach strongly confirmed it informed its drivers of the priorities at the level crossing and strongly 

disapproved of drivers going against those priorities. That said, drivers had a timetable to adhere to, and waiting ten minutes 

at the level crossing was not helpful to them.  

 

Cllr Wilkinson asked whether the errant behaviour of some drivers at the crossing had a negative impact on the length of 

time the crossing gates were down. PC James said the level crossing was manually controlled via a cctv link to the signal box 

at Lancing. He did not believe the behaviour of drivers would have an impact on the length of time Network Rail chose to 

keep the gates closed.  

 

This part of the meeting ended with District Cllr Bower pleading with BTP and WSCC to find a solution to the concerns 

raised throughout this meeting and across several years before.  
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(Mr and Mrs Longman and PC James left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  
 

 

803/18 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

Cllr McElroy declared a Personal Interest in Agenda Item 17, East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation, as his wife 

is a committee member of the Foundation.    

 

 

804/18 PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Agenda Item 17, East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation – Mrs Amoo said “words fail me” in response to the 

letter from the Chairman of the VHF to the council. Mrs Amoo said all the points raised in the letter had been dealt with 

before, “ad nauseum.” Mrs Amoo said she was appealing to the Parish Council not to let the matter rest. A framed 

photograph was a wholly unacceptable alternative. Mrs Amoo said she was not even sure what was the lobby of the Village 

Hall. Mrs Amoo said she would like the Parish Council to insure the wallhanging in the Village Hall on behalf of the village. 

The idea steel frame was necessary had been discounted both by the person who hung the wallhanging in the Village Hall 

and by the company which hung the wallhanging in the library. Mrs Amoo ended by questioning the phrase “personal 

documents” as presumably Mr Merrington had acted on behalf of the Village Hall Foundation not personally. 

 

Agenda Item 17, East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation – Mrs Wallace referred to the matter of the VHF 

refusing to return the £100 deposit paid by the East Preston & Kingston Horticultural Society for its Summer Show in 

August. Mrs Wallace said the Horticultural Society continued to repudiate the accusations made by the Foundation. District 

Cllr Chapman had arranged to meet with the Chairman of the Foundation, Mr Melser, but had ultimately been unable to do 

so for personal reasons. Mrs Wallace reminded the meeting the Summer Show ran at a loss but was an attraction provided for 

the village. Mrs Wallace asked whether the council had any advice in this matter, such as attempt to take the Foundation to 

the Small Claims Court. Mrs Wallace, as a regular user of the Village Hall, said there were often new marks on the carpets, 

but she was not aware of any other organisations being denied their deposits back.  

 

 

805/18 COUNCILLOR RESPONSES 
 

Cllr McElroy said all hirers of the Village Hall signed up to the Terms and Conditions of that booking. If those Terms and 

Conditions were broken, then they were broken.  

 

Mrs Wallace responded the Horticultural Society accepted the Terms and Conditions up to which it had signed when 

booking the Village Hall, but four of the five points made in defending the non-return of the Society’s deposit were 

nonsensical.   

 

 

806/18 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL (WSCC) 

 

County Cllr Elkins opened by explaining WSCC is always looking to make the best use of its assets. There was an informal 

consultation currently taking place on different uses for Worthing Library. The Registrar service had already moved into the 

building. The public appeared to see the benefits of co-locating other services into the building and had also suggested some 

outdoor leisure areas be implemented around the library building. Such moves will not be suitable for all locations, but 

Worthing Library was perhaps a good model for the future.  

 

Cllr Elkins explained the thinking behind the decision to implement permits for single-axle trailers’ access to Waste 

Recycling sites. This would hopefully keep vehicles from outside the county using WSCC sites. Cllr Mathias questioned 

whether it was right trailers could not be used at all at Littlehampton and Bognor sites. Cllr Elkins was unsure. Later in the 

meeting, Cllr Mathias referred to Minute 711/18 from the October meeting, in which the letter from County Cllr Urquhart 

had been copied; that letter stated, “For reasons of site safety and reducing congestion all trailers will also be excluded from 

Bognor Regis and Littlehampton sites.” 

 

Referring to the dualling of the A259, as mentioned above, Cllr Elkins said the start date had now slipped to late 2019. The 

decision not to include a westbound slip road into East Preston had apparently been taken some time ago on pedestrian safety 

issues. Cllr Elkins has asked to look at the data behind this decision to ensure the decision is as robust as it can be.  
 

 

807/18 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL (ADC) 

 
(Throughout this Minute, Cllr Chapman refers to District Cllr T Chapman not Parish Cllr A Chapman.) 
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District Cllr Chapman addressed the meeting from the following report: 

 

REPORT TO EAST PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

5TH November 2018 

 
1 ADC Finances, during the yearly audit of the Finances and Financial Governance of the Council the Auditors, 

Ernst and Young, had no adverse comments and their report concluded that Arun District Council continued to 

return Good value for Money to its Council Tax payers. 

On a separate audit of Benefits they discovered one error of £56 (in Housing Benefit) inn a total spend of £14 

million. 

The Council, through prudent management, continues to hold considerable General Fund and Housing Revenue 

Account reserves. However, given Central Government plans to continue to reduce the Central Support Grant to 

local authorities it is likely that the Council will have to start using its General Fund reserve in 2020/21.  

The Housing Revenue Account (HRA) reserves will be needed to tackle the very serious issues of homelessness 

in the District. Significant progress has been made over the past two years in adding to the stock of Council 

dwellings available at Social Rent, that is 60% of the market rent for comparable dwellings. This year Arun will 

have added an additional 30 units. 

However, demand is increasing and more will have to be done. In this regard the Chancellors statement on 

raising the cap on borrowing for HRA purposes is welcome although even under past arrangements the District 

had plenty of headroom. 

 

2 Anti-Social Behaviour, the Arun anti-social behaviour team continue to work closely with the Police and other 

agencies to deal with the root causes of anti-social behaviour. Littlehampton town centre has featured 

consistently in the media and it is to be regretted that a number of the instigators are known to come from East 

Preston. Outreach and Youth workers together with the anti-social team have been active in the village trying to 

“engage” with “disengaged” teenagers. 

 

3 South Strand Public Conveniences, since the meeting of beach chalet owners on 17th August I have been 

exploring potential options available for keeping these facilities open and available to the village, At the next 

meeting to be held later this month the following issues will be tabled: 

a) Formation of an “entity” to which a lease might be assigned. There are two primary options, one is to 

form a Community Interest Company (Companies House rules apply) or a Registered Community Benefit 

Society (Financial Conduct Authority rules apply) 

b) The lease itself, on this I have had two constructive meetings with Paul Broggi the Head of Estates and 

Property for Arun. It needs to be understood that any lease will be for 25 years and so whatever entity 

emerges must be sustainable for at least twenty five years. 

c) Finances will therefore be of prime importance in achieving sustainability over the term of any lease. 

These finances must cover not only the day to day maintenance of the facility but must also cover yearly 

contributions to a sinking fund for dilapidations. 

I will report further after the next meeting of beach chalet owners. 

 

4 A259 improvements and the East Preston slip road. Cllr Linton will no doubt report in more detail but I found 

the County position at the recent JEAAC Highways and Transport sub Group interesting. They stated that the 

scheme had been rejected on grounds of safety to pedestrians. Potential costs were not mentioned. Let’s keep 

pushing we might get there yet. 

 

Terry Chapman  

ADC Ward Member 

East Preston and KIngston 
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Cllr Chapman said he still planned to meet with Mr Melser, Chairman of the VHF. He was concerned if the VHF had a 

policy which held back the whole of a hirers’ deposit regardless of the amount of cleaning required after a hire. If that was 

indeed the policy, Cllr Chapman would be challenging it.  

 

District Cllr Bower said he and Cllr Chapman supported this council’s intention to ask for a Boundary Review to bring 

“south Angmering” residents into East Preston parish.  

 

Cllr Bower reported there was a Planning Application currently being considered which included provision for a new school 

in the Bramley Green area of Angmering. He believed this would take pressure off school traffic coming south from 

Angmering to East Preston schools.  

 
(District Cllrs Bower and Chapman and Mrs Amoo left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

The council also noted the following report and letter from ADC. 

 

 
 

 

808/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1
ST

 OCTOBER 2018 

 

The draft Minutes had been circulated on 4
th

 October asking for comments by 11
th

 October. The Clerk had incorporated one 

amendment suggested by Cllr Gander.  

 

1252 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 1
st
 October. 

 

This action was completed.  
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809/18 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment: 

 

 
 

Nothing was added.  

 

 

810/18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for October 2018 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  

 

1253 The council RESOLVED to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2018/19, value £19,204.57 (excl. 

VAT).  

 

1254 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for Late Payments (September 

2018), totalling £60.00 (incl. VAT).  

 

1255 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for October 2018, totalling 

£3,584.58 (incl. VAT).  
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1256 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for October 2018 totalling £16,126.07 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1257 The council RESOLVED to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, showing 

£277,513.99 (incl. VAT) for the financial year ending 31
st
 March 2019.  

 

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliations to 12
th

 October 2018. Cllr Shah confirmed he would complete a paper 

reconciliation in due course. 

 

The council NOTED the to-date Income & Expenditure Summary for 2018/19. 

 

The Chairman thanked the council’s Book-keeper, Mrs Khoo, for her work on the above reports. 

 

 

811/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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As Chairman of the Amenities Committee respectively, Cllr McElroy said there was nothing to report. 

 

Chairman of the Audit & Governance Committee, Cllr Mathias said there was nothing additional to report.  

 

Cllr Linton, as Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee, said the committee had nothing to report at this time as 

its main seasonal workload had transferred to the Major Events Committee.   

 

Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Cllr Shah, reported the committee’s next meeting was scheduled 

for 10am on Monday, 19
th

 November in the Council Office.  

 

As Chairman of the Major Events Committee, Cllr Linton said all was on schedule for the Christmas Celebrations event on 

Saturday, 24
th

 November. More volunteers were needed for setting up venues such as the Conservative and Village Halls and 

for dismantling them again at the end of the day. A sign-up sheet was circulated at the end of the meeting.  

 

Cllr Gander, Chairman of the Personnel Committee, talked through her report and added the staffing restructure was 

effective from 1
st
 November and had been completed within budget. Mrs Khoo was now working eight hours a week as the 

council’s book-keeper. Cllr Gander reported SSALC was advising there had been a good response to the advert for a new 

Assistant Clerk.  

 

In response to a question, Cllr Gander explained the Personnel Committee was merely asking councillors to let it know if 

whether or not they intended to stand for re-election in May 2019, so it could forward plan for any significant shortfall. The 

information councillors provided was not going to be made public. 

 

Cllr Mathias, Chairman of the Planning & Licensing Committee, thanked the Clerk for his report and said he had nothing to 

add. The Clerk added a resident of Palm Court Cottages had called into the office on the day of the meeting to thank the 

Planning & Licensing Committee for submitting objections to Planning Application EP/136/18/PL for Tudor Lodge.  

 

 

812/18 AUDIT & GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE – BOUNDARY REVIEW 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Council also noted the following report which had been circulated immediately prior to the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Mathias spoke in support of the resolution proposed.  

 

1258 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to initiate a Boundary Review with Arun District Council, starting initially 

with the three actions identified in the final paragraph of the report above. 

 

 

813/18 MAJOR EVENTS COMMITTEE – END-OF-TERM RECEPTION 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Linton explained the need for the additional finance needed to support the End of Term Reception.   

 

1259 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to release £300 from Contingency Budget line for 2018/19 towards the 

costs of the End of Term reception to be held on 12
th

 April, 2019.  
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814/18 PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – STANDING ORDER 13B 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The Clerk agreed the wording still needed some fine-tuning.  

 

1260 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to the principle in a revised wording for Standing Order 13b, the final 

wording still to be confirmed.  

 

 

815/18 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Chairman of the Leases Working Party, Cllr Mathias had no update from the Leases Working Party, the council had had no 

further updates from its solicitor.  

 

Cllr Wilkinson, Chairman of the Website Working Party, reported there had been some minor tweaks to the website but the 

main matter outstanding was still the rotating photographs for the front page.  

 

 

816/18 EAST PRESTON & KINGSTON VILLAGE HALL FOUNDATION 

 

Cllr McElroy re-declared his Personal Interest in this matter; see Minute 803/18 above. 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The following letter had been circulated to councillors immediately prior to the meeting: 
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Cllr Mathias said there was nothing new in the letter. There was an alternative surveyor’s report available which said the 

wall-hanging could be installed safely. There was a fundamental difference between the Village Hall, which was ultimately 

in the care of the Parish Council, and the library which was a WSCC building.  

 

Cllr McElroy said that one insurance has been refused another company would not pay out if the organisation being insured 

had not advised insurance had previously been refused. He then read the following report to the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr McElroy ended by asking the council to consider whether the Village Hall was the right place for the wall-hanging. If he 

was in the middle of a class with children, he would not allow any member of the public to interrupt that class to look at the 

wall-hanging if it was back on the Village Hall wall. In his purely personal view, he had not fully appreciated the wall-

hanging in the Village Hall because it was high up in a dark corner, not as visible as it currently is in the library. Now he can 

see it more clearly, he can appreciate it more, both the design and the work which went into its creation. 

 

The meeting was reminded the wall-hanging had been taken down by the committee during 2015 when it redecorated the 

Miller Barn.  
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Cllr Gander said she thought the wall-hanging looked very attractive in its library location and could not be missed by 

anyone visiting the library.  

 

The Chairman suggested all councillors thought about the discussion which had been had and the matter be brought back to a 

future council meeting.  

 

Cllr Shah ended by saying he felt the wall-hanging was a statement of village life. In his experience, most villages like to 

show off their villages through the Village Hall, which he believed was the right place for such an artefact. Cllr Shah 

questioned whether or not the Village Hall Foundation should make the Village Hall open to the public at some times.  

 
(Mr Cogman left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

817/18 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Minutes Page | 18                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 
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Item 2 – Police matters – the Clerk confirmed Sussex Police appeared to be investigating the incident on the beach, but 

there had been no update, nor was the council ever likely to receive any update direct.  

 

The Clerk said it would appear Sussex Police was not going to try to get “specific senior officer authority to obtain the data” 

on the mobile phone mentioned in the report.  

 

Item 18 – Leave – Cllr Chapman said she would be willing to check the children’s playground for broken glass etc. on 

specific dates. The Clerk would advise her of those dates.  

 

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his comprehensive report.  

 

 

818/18 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:  

 

 

Other meetings and events – Part 1 
 

Council is asked to note the following reports: 

 
WSCC / Alzheimer’s Society Dementia Awareness Drop-in – 1st 

October 
 

Angmering Library 

 
Monday 1st October saw a drop in event day at Angmering Library between 1.30pm and 3.30pm. I 

popped in on behalf of the Council and had a lovely chat with a lady about the work of the 

Alzheimer’s team and how they are helping people around the county. It was explained it is not 

only for people who suffer with dementia, but also to provide carers with help and guidance and 
how to cope. 

 

I have since received an email from Tim Wilkins who is Service Users Involvement Officer for West 

Sussex and he explained that when they do next year’s format for venues he will include East 

Preston Library. 

 
He explained that his colleague Dawn from East Preston Library is already a Dementia Friendly 

Community Adviser and would be very willing to discuss how East Preston could become more 

dementia friendly. We are awaiting on a date. 

 

There is some literature in the office on this subject.     
 

 

Cllr Steve Toney – Chairman of the Council  12th October 2018 
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WSCC Community Resilience Forum – 4th October 

 
Capitol Theatre, Horsham 

 
This was a Conference I attended on behalf of the Parish Council organised by WSCC on behalf of 
the Sussex Resilience Forum in conjunction with Southern Water. The conference subject was 

what would we do in case of an emergency, fire, flooding, major disaster, and theft. 

 

How would you cope? What would you do? Who would you turn to? Who can help us?  

 

The aim of the course is to support you in focussing on the holistic approach to Community 
Resilience including Stronger Communities, Resilient Young People, Health and Wellbeing and 

Business Resilience. There were 6 speakers throughout the day all on various subjects explaining 

what their organisations can do and how they could help. 

 

There is a lot more information and leaflets back in the office. There is also a “checklist” which will 
be extremely useful to small businesses. 

 

The Audit & Governance Committee has already invited Michael Rowland, ADC Emergency 

Planning Officer to a future meeting. 

 

 
Cllr Steve Toney – Chairman of the Council  12th October 2018 

 
 
 

NHS Local Community Networks – 9th October 
 

Council Office, East Preston 

 
On 9th October Simon and I met with Michaela Hawkes, Transformation Team, Regis and Adur 

LCN Development Manager, Prevention and Commissioning Manager for Long Term 

Conditions and her colleague Julie Hodson, a Nurse Manager. 

 

The aim of the meeting was to identify how East Preston Parish Council could work with the other 

agencies making up the REAL LCN to help implement the locally identified health and wellbeing 
priorities with the aim of enabling the community to ‘Start well, live well and age well’. 

 

The current initiatives are focused on improving access to urgent care and prevention - enabling 

the frail and elderly to stay well in older age. 

 
We also learned about the implementation of the social prescribing scheme. This has been already 

introduced in several areas of the NHS Coastal Commissioning area, and it is hoped that this will 

be started in the REAL locality in the very near future. The aim of this scheme is to enable GPs 

and other frontline healthcare professionals to refer people to ‘services’ in their community instead 

of offering only medicalised solutions. This could include signposting people to citizens advice, 

carer support, finance and debt management, or health and wellbeing activities. 
 

We advised Michaela and Julie of the initiatives we are already involved in in East Preston. 

 

We will now be included in the distribution list to receive all future information and able to attend 

the LCN meetings which will give us a clearer insight into how we can assist the project. 
 

 

Cllr Patricia Gander  18th October 2018 
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WSCC Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee Highways & Transport 
sub-group – 18th October 

 
Town Hall, Littlehampton 

 
I am only going to comment on the agenda items that I think are of interest to East Preston 

residents. 
 

1. Construction of the southern part of the Lyminster bypass will, hopefully, start in January 

2019 and will be a 12-month build from near Toddington Lane to the A259 Worthing Road, and 

will be delivered by private developers. The northern part, to be delivered by WSCC, should start in 

late Spring 2020, if approvals are given, with a 15-month construction period. 
 

2.   The A259 currently has Compulsory Purchase Orders in process and tree felling and             

fencing is due to start in January 2019.  The build process should start in May/June with a 

construction period of 18 months and a completion by the end of 2020. 

 

3.  The A259 slip road into Old Worthing Road has been removed from the scheme, primarily, on 
the grounds of pedestrian safety.  The situation will continue to be monitored.  Arun District 

Councillor Terry Chapman outlined the continuing congestion difficulties even after work has been 

completed especially because of the amount of new build in the area.  He was also concerned 

about cyclist safety.  Both myself and Geraldine Walker from Kingston Parish Council voiced our 

concerns over the decision and supported the comments from Cllr Chapman. 
 

4.   There was a request to ask Stagecoach if the 700 service could include Manor Retail Park, 

Rustington (Chandler’s, Next, ALDI and Tapis) and some of the larger housing developments.  This 

will be requested at County Council level.   

 

5.    I queried why the resurfacing at the junction of Sea Road and Fairlands had not taken place 
and was assured there was a start date of 31st October with the work taking 3 days to complete 

and apologies were given. 

 

6.  Traffic Regulation Orders.  The parking issue regarding the limited visibility on exiting Manor 

Road into Sea Lane appears quite high on the list of priorities but as only 2 TRO’s are granted per 
annum it may not happen in the next 12 months.  I was told it does make a lot of difference to the 

pointing system if residents club together and submit their petitions to the County Council.  

Furthermore, the Local Authority tries to operate a 1400 metre rule as the crow flies so other 

similar restrictions can be considered at the same time.  The decision regarding this will be made 

on the 6th November by the Joint East Area Committee. 

 
 

 

Cllr Elizabeth Linton – Vice-Chairman of the Council  19th October 2018 

 
 

 
REAL Patients Group – 20th October 

 
Windmill Theatre, Littlehampton 

 
The meeting was arranged by Rustington, East Preston, Angmering and Littlehampton local 

community network (REAL LCN) and the REAL patients’ group.  The meeting was attended by over 

200 people.  There was also a small number of stands in an ante-room from MIND, Carers 

Support, Arun Wellbeing. 
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The meeting commenced with a video presentation of people who were born in the same year as 

the NHS (1948). This has been shared on the council’s Facebook page.  

 
This was followed by several presentations: 

 

1. Coastal West Sussex MIND.  The Chief Executive Katie Glover gave an overview of the 

work of the charity. They offer mental health services along with training and support.  She 

gave some stark information about the local area: 

 

 1 in 10 children and young children are receiving some mental health support 

 1 in 4 adults during their lifetime will experience a mental health issue 

 1 in 10 older adults and 1 in 14 over-65s will be diagnosed with dementia. 

West Sussex MIND offers several specialist services for all the above categories from a GP referral 
as well as self-referral.   It gives advice and information, one-to-one support, regular drop-in 

sessions, learning and development social activities, peer mentor and online services.  They help 

the user get back their confidence and skills and return to a normal life.  Katie listed the five ways 

to wellbeing:  

1. Connect   

2. Be active 

3. Take notice   

4. Learn   

5. Give 

MIND has several ‘hubs’ in the area, locally at Worthing and Littlehampton where it can offer help 

with problems ranging from anxiety, stress and depression to bi-polar disorder, psychosis, post-

traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), schizophrenia and dementia. 

 
The Pathfinder service provides advice, information and support for people affected by mental 

health problems, as well as carers, friends and professionals.  Pathfinder provides a single point of 

contact in the area as follows: 

 

Worthing 01903 268107. E. pathfinder.worthing@coastalwestsussexmind.org 

Littlehampton 01903 721893. E. pathfinder.littlehampton@coastalwestsussexmind.org. 
 

Additional services include a youth mental health service for 16-25-year olds.  They have specialist 

youth workers. 

 

Families in Mind – a service for parents with young children.  Parents can bring young children to 
the centre where emotional support is provided.  It also gives parents an opportunity to chat to 

people with similar issues. 

 

2. Healthwatch West Sussex 

Healthwatch West Sussex is an independent organisation that collects and analyses the 

experiences of people in West Sussex of local care to help shape local services.  Local Healthwatch 

also signposts people to local health and social care services. Its main goal is to ensure people are 

heard and to try and improve services.  It visits hospitals, GP surgeries and care homes and 
attends local events. 

http://www.healthwatchwestsussex.co.uk/.  0300 012 0122 

 

3. Arun Wellbeing/Freedom Leisure 

Freedom Leisure outlined its work as exercise referral instructors with centres at Littlehampton, 

Felpham, Bersted and the six villages.  To qualify for the discounted rate for unlimited use of 

£27pm a referral must be made from the GP. Arun Wellbeing devises personalised exercise 

programmes for people who may have health conditions including: asthma, stroke, cancer, 
Parkinson’s, Musculo-Skeletal disorder. 

 

4. Carers Support 

mailto:pathfinder.worthing@coastalwestsussexmind.org
mailto:pathfinder.littlehampton@coastalwestsussexmind.org
http://www.healthwatchwestsussex.co.uk/
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The last speaker was Nancy from Carers Support West Sussex.  This organisation has 80 staff plus 

volunteers.  They support unpaid carers throughout West Sussex – currently 20,000 carers are 

registered, however there are 89,000 carers in West Sussex.  Their task is to support unpaid 
carers emotionally, with equipment, through counselling and/or support groups and to give 

advice. It is important for people to get help before a crisis occurs.   

 

Following on from these presentations a panel of professionals from the REAL LCN answered a 

range of questions from the public.  The panel comprised of: 

 Dr Mark Lee, GP at Willow Green – Practice Group Lead for REAL 

 Sue Parton, Executive Director from IPC – an ethical company supporting primary care in 

West Sussex 

 Dr Sarah Pledger, GP, Fitzalan Surgery 

 Dr Tim Kimber, Senior Partner, Park Surgery 

 Katie Glover, Chief Executive, Coastal West Sussex MIND 

 Cheryl Merry, Healthwatch 

 Robin Wickham, Head of Community Wellbeing, Arun DC 

 
There were many questions from the public, many focusing on the difficulty in obtaining an 

appointment, and the lack of healthcare services in the area. 

  

1. How to access extended hours. 

From 1st October, all GPs are offering extended hours – 6.30 – 8.30 evenings and at weekends. 

Patients are seen at GP ‘hubs’ which are at Angmering, Park and Fitzalan surgeries.  These 

appointments are mainly for urgent ‘on the day’ problems.  Although patients may not see their 
own GP, the doctor will, with the consent of the patient, be able to see the patient records as all 

surgeries use the same clinical system. 

 

2. Provision of new healthcare facilities in Littlehampton 

At the moment, feasibility studies are being undertaken to assess the best site/funding.  Although 

there have many obstacles in the past, the present position is looking more positive. 

 

3. Access to services.   

Due to the increasing demand, all surgeries are reviewing the skill-mix of their staff and employing 

paramedics, nurse practitioner/prescribers.  These highly trained staff can see patients with acute 
problems or carry out some home visits, freeing up GPS to deal with more chronic conditions and 

complex problems. Practices are also working together to provide an extra ‘on the day’ service 

working from Park Surgery and Coppice Surgery which will release capacity for longer 

appointments for patients at their ‘home’ surgery. 

 

4. Fitzalan Surgery 

 

Sue Parton advised that IPC is working with the practice to address all of the issues and problems 

raised by the Care Quality inspectors and has a new leadership team in place. 

 
The meeting was ended by urging patients to be engaged in the process – to join patient 

participation groups to promote good communication and for their voice to be heard. 

 

 

Cllrs Elizabeth Linton and Patricia Gander  27th October 2018 

 
Comic Capers – 24th October 

 
East Preston Infant School 

 
On 24th October we ran our Autumn Term Playscheme for 2018 at East Preston Infant School.  

The theme was Comic Capers and children were asked to dress up as a comic character if they 
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wanted – 2 children dressed up. The scheme was attended by Councillors Pat Gander, Liz Linton 

and myself. Simon was there to sign attendees in at the beginning. 

 
Tina from Bee-Fit brought great enthusiasm to the event and the 8 children that participated all 

had a great time.  They played with a variety of fitness equipment in a fun way. They started the 

session with balls and comic themed music in the background. During the course of the morning 

they participated in games, competitions and a comic themed craft activity. 

 

We broke the morning up by offering fruit kebabs and squash. We were surprised by how much 
fruit was eaten which was fantastic! At the end of the event the children were able to play outside 

as the weather was lovely.  

 

It was a shame that, despite all our advertising through Facebook, the schools and newsletters, 

there weren’t more attendees.  We felt that maybe this was due to either; people going away during 
the half term or people doing Halloween themed activities? Or maybe people were just relaxing.  

 

 

Cllr Andrea Chapman 5th November 2018 

 

 
 

NHS Big Health and Care Conversation – 30th October 
 

New Park Community Centre, Chichester 

 
I attended this event with Cllr Chapman. This was the second of three NHS Big Health and Care 

Conversations taking place this autumn; Cllrs Duff and Linton attended the first, in Billinghurst, 

in September and have reported back to Full Council on that, and Cllr Gander is attending the 

third, in Worthing, on 8th November.  
 

The Chichester event felt very different to what I have heard about the Billingshurst event. Firstly, 

there were probably about fifty people present, representing a range of organisations. Guests were 

split across five tables, each of which was subsequently given a topic. The topic on our table was 

Prevention. Other topics included Mental Wellbeing, Appropriate use of medicines, Local 

Community Networks and finally, Primary and Urgent Care.  
 

Networking at our table before the official start time, we were approached by a lady from an 

organisation called Peabody, an organisation which provides Supported Housing Services in the 

county. The lady informed us West Sussex County Council is currently undertaking a public 

consultation on its provision of Housing Related Support as a previously ring-fenced grant from 
central government was withdrawn in 2011. If any councillor would like to comment on behalf of 

East Preston residents, they have until this Friday to do so. Let me know if you do.  

 

The event was opened at 10:00 by Laura Robertson, NHS Coastal West Sussex Clinical 

Commissioning Group (CCG) Head of Communications and Engagement. Laura knows East 

Preston reasonably well as she was a useful lead contact during the time Arun Medical Group 
withdrew its services from the village. There was a panel of four, each of whom addressed the 

meeting in turn: 

 

Dominic Wright, Managing Director of Coastal West Sussex CCG – not surprisingly, there is a 

rising demand on services and GPs are struggling to cope. People are waiting too long although 
focus on waiting times over recent years has seen the maximum wait time for 90% of treatments 

brought within eighteen weeks. People are living longer through great advances in public health 

and technology. Services cost more than the money available. The CCG is working hard to 

transform services through partnership working, social prescribing to tackle loneliness and to 

disseminate drug and alcohol information. The CCG is working hard to cut out waste and to cut 

out service variation across the sector.  
 

Pippa Ross-Smith, Chief Finance Officer, Coastal West Sussex CCG – in 2017/18, the CCG had a 

budget of £773m but spent £795m which goes against the CCG’s legal obligation not to overspend. 



 

Minutes Page | 27                      FINAL Chairman’s Initials: ST 

 

1% of that spend was on admin, 2% on supporting the voluntary sector, 11% on prescribing and 

primary care, 9% on mental health services and 51% on hospital services (including a very small 

percentage spent on the ambulance service). The 2018/19 budget includes a £12m overspend 
agreed with central NHS on the understanding the CCG will be living within its means by 2021, 

even paying back its deficits.  

 

The CCG needs guidance and help from the local population as to where money should be spent. 

As Ms Ross-Smith concluded, money could be spent on anything but could not be spent on 

everything.  
 

Anna Raleigh, Director of Public Health, WSCC – West Sussex has a vibrant community including 

the great asset of having one of the highest percentages of population over 65. The public sector 

had a great role to play in continuing to educate members of the public to live the best possible life 

they can.   
 

Gill Galliano, Acting Lay Chair, Coastal West Sussex CCG – explained how the rest of the meeting 

would run. There would be three twenty-minute sessions – for each session attendees could stay 

on the table on which they were already sat or they could move every twenty minutes.  

 

Andrea and I spent the first twenty minutes on our Prevention table then moved to the Mental 
Wellbeing table and finished on the Local Community Networks table. To me, this became a bit like 
an episode of the old television programme Houseparty, as when we moved after twenty minutes 

we found ourselves joining a live conversation with little if any introduction as to where the 

conversation had already been or was going. Personally, I found the lack of leadership difficult and 

the fact nobody introduced themselves. Part way through talking about Mental Wellbeing one 

woman at the table, without any further word, just upped and left the building, never to return. I 
think it would have been better if each topic had had a lead person and that person had moved 

with the topic to a different table rather than the people moving around so much.  

 

So, I am not sure I learnt or contributed much on this occasion. However, I did come back with 

some ideas the Community Engagement Committee may wish to look at in the future – Park Run 
in East Preston, a second day each week for The Baytree Club, intergenerational lodging. Scouts 

and Girlguiding helping less able residents with their gardens and so on.  

 

 

Simon Cross – Clerk to the Council 1st November 2018 

 

 
NHS Big Health and Care Conversation – 30th October 

 
New Park Community Centre, Chichester 

 
On Tuesday 30th October I attended The NHS ‘Big Health and Care Conversation’ with Clerk to the 

Council, Simon Cross. 

 
This was an opportunity for a range of people from the voluntary, medical and clerical sectors, as 

well as patients, carers and the public to discuss issues arising in the NHS and share 

views/experiences. There were several areas that were focused on; medication, mental well-being, 

emergency services to mention but few. 

 
The overall messages that we came back with were: 

 A lot of importance is being placed on the voluntary sector (but no extra money being 

invested) in particular, family members becoming carers for their loved ones, the 

community looking out for each other and people volunteering. A question we had was how 

are these people being supported?  

 Prevention and early intervention are of paramount importance.  

 Signposting and making sure people have access to what help is out there. Especially 

those people who are housebound. 
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 Mental well-being is an area that is being invested in but early intervention is key – not 
letting things get to crisis! Where can we signpost people for specific help, how can we 

encourage people to look out for each other? 

 
This event was a good opportunity to have our say and I think we contributed appropriately, it was 

just a shame that each table didn’t seem to have a designated lead. This meant that some 

important conversations weren’t recorded. 

  

 

 
Cllr Andrea Chapman 5th November 2018 

 
 

819/18 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

No questions were asked.  The Chairman thanked councillors and officers for attending external meetings and events on 

behalf of the council. He confirmed he would discuss further the options for making the council dementia-friendly and 

hopefully arrange some training for councillors in this matter.  

 
(Mrs Wallace left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)  

 

 

820/18 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (3
RD

 DECEMBER) 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Councillors supported this idea.   

 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 20:58 
 

 

 

Chairman: Cllr Steve Toney   Date:    3
rd

 December 2018   

                    
 

 

 
END 
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Appendix A 

 
Agenda Item 12b 

 

Audit & Governance Committee 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
An internal audit of the Parish Council’s financial records for the year 2018/2019 has recently been completed. 
The audit included all financial transactions for the period 1 April to 30 September 2018 inclusive. 
 
The audit was undertaken in compliance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit (England) 
Regulations 2015, and in accordance with the agreed and accepted Audit Plan. 

Regulation 3 of the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations states that the Parish Council must ensure that it has a sound 
system of internal control which— 

(a) facilitates the effective exercise of its functions and the achievement of its aims and        objectives; 

(b) ensures that the financial and operational management of the authority is effective; and 

(c) includes effective arrangements for the management of risk 

Regulation 5 of the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations states that the Parish Council must undertake an effective 
internal audit to evaluate the effectiveness of its risk management, control and governance processes, and any officer or 
member of the Parish Council, if required to do so for the purposes of the internal audit shall - 

(a) make available such documents and records; and 

(b) supply such information and explanations. 

The objective of the internal audit is to determine whether the accounting arrangements, procedural controls, 
records, and documentary evidence are adequate to ensure the accurate and timely recording of financial 
transactions, so as to comply with all relevant legislation and best practice. 
 
 
SCOPE 
 
The audit included detailed examination of the nominal ledger, review of bank statements and BACS payments 
summaries, review of supplier invoices and purchase orders, review of receipts, review of agendas and minutes 
of meetings, review of budgets and confirmation that bank reconciliations and reports are prepared regularly 
and reviewed at regular meetings of the Parish Council. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 

1) I carried out a detailed review of payments and receipts in the period. This included:- 
a) Tracing purchase invoices to the nominal ledger, matching to the cheque book stubs and to the 

bank statements, checking that the invoices were correctly authorised, that purchase orders were 
attached, and VAT appropriately recorded, and confirming that they were approved at meetings of 
the Parish Council 

b) Agreeing bank deposits to the receipts, and tracing to the nominal ledger and bank statements 
c) Agreeing and checking bank reconciliations 
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2) I reviewed the minutes for the period to 30 September, and confirmed that all payments were 
correctly authorised, and that regular reports were provided to Council meetings 
 

3) I reviewed the payroll postings from the information provided from WSCC and agreed them to the 
nominal ledger 

 

4) S137 grants were agreed to the minutes and bank statements 
 
 
SUMMARY AND OPINION 
 
One of the functions of internal audit is to give assurance to members of the council that the financial systems 
are operating correctly, and can be relied upon. 
 
In connection with my examination, and having regard to the items reported herewith, no matter has come to 
my attention that gives me reasonable cause to believe in any material respect that the regulatory 
requirements have not been complied with. The Clerk and Assistant Clerk are extremely proficient and 
thorough, good systems and internal controls are in place to ensure the correct documentation and recording 
of income and expenditure. 
 
The accounting arrangements, procedural controls, records and documentary evidence are considered to be 
more than satisfactory, and accurately record the Council’s financial position. 
 
 

RACHEL HALL (ACA) 
16 October 2018 
 


