Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN
01903 770050

http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/

Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com

MINUTES:

of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 4th
February 2019 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston at 19:00.

PRESENT:

Councillors Christine Bowman, Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, Elizabeth Linton, Glyn
Mathias, Rick McElroy, Steve Toney (Chairman) and Steve Wilkinson

ALSO:

Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross
County Councillor Roger Elkins (until 19:42)
District Councillor Terry Chapman (until 19:42)
One member of the public (until 19:58)

ABSENT:

Councillors Andrea Chapman, David Moore and Danny Shah

*****
The following abbreviations may appear in these Minutes:
ADC – Arun District Council;
BTP – British Transport Police;
JEAAC – Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee;
NHS – National Health Service;
CPRE – Campaign for the Protection of Rural England

NR – Network Rail;
SSALC – Sussex and Surrey Associations of Local Councils;
VHF – East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation;
WSCC – West Sussex County Council;

*****
The meeting opened at 19:02.

114/19 INTRODUCTIONS
Cllr Toney welcomed those present, led a round of introductions and explained some items of meeting protocol.
Cllr Toney mentioned the vandalism which had taken place on and around the Village Green in the early hours of Sunday
morning. This was clearly targeted at the council and was not a random act by bored youths.
Cllr Toney also reported he had attended the 100 th birthday celebrations for Mrs Evelyn Abraham of St Mary’s Drive. The
council had presented Mrs Abrahams with a card and a hand-tied bouquet. Mrs Abrahams had also received a card from Her
Majesty, the Queen.

115/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology and a reason for absence had been received and were accepted from Cllrs Chapman (unwell), Moore and Cllr Shah
(both away).
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An apology had also been received from District Councillor Bower.

116/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No declarations were made.

117/19 PUBLIC SESSION
Agenda Item 10, Matters from previous Full Council meetings – Mrs Lee referred to an ash tree which had been felled by
WSCC outside her property. WSCC had said the stump would be ground out in due course. Mrs Lee was happy to contribute
towards a replacement tree. There were several trees in the village which had been planted by the Parish Council as part of an
agreement with WSCC the latter would maintain them subsequently. These trees had not seen a hint of maintenance by
WSCC.
County Cllr Elkins said he would look into new tree options for Mrs Lee.
Mrs Lee asked Cllr Elkins about the provision of a school bus for all the children from Angmering who come into East
Preston’s primary schools. Mrs Lee expressed her concerns about children having to cross both the A259 and the railway
line, and how a school bus service would be a much safer alternative and ease traffic and parking problems around the
schools.
Cllr Elkins said he believed the criteria for provision of a school bus service was users had to be three miles away from the
nearest appropriate school.

118/19 COUNCIL RESPONSES
Cllr McElroy advised the meeting his disabled son had been unable to get WSCC-provided transport in the opposite direction
to get him from East Preston to Angmering School.

119/19 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
County Cllr Elkins began by wishing everyone present a happy 2019.
He went on to say the county council spent £2½m on non-commercial bus services each year.
Cllr Elkins reported it was budget time at WSCC. An overall increase of 4.99% had been agreed – 2% solely on Adult Social
Care and 2.99% on other services. Since 2010, it was believed WSCC had saved £240m and it was expected to save more
over the next three years. Cllr Elkins then went into greater detail of some of the figures.
22% of the population of West Sussex is over 65 years old, as opposed to the national average of 18%, and this brought its
own set of problems.
WSCC schools were still some of the lowest-funded schools in the country. In 2015 there were 3,500 pupils eligible for High
Needs funding; by 2018, this had increased to 4,900.
WSCC had received a windfall of £6m to be spent on improving roads in the county, but the money had to be spent by the
end of March!
Cllr Elkins reported he had received much correspondence recently from residents of Sea Road concerned about parking in
the area between the junctions with Manor Road and South Strand. Cllr Elkins was arranging to meet these residents,
probably in the Council Office, to discuss these problems. He hoped to be able to include ADC, responsible for parking
enforcement, and EPPC. Cllr Elkins said he would try and hold the promised-meeting with people interested in the
Roundstone Level Crossing at the same time.

120/19 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL
(Throughout this Minute, Cllr Chapman refers to District Cllr T Chapman not Parish Cllr A Chapman.)
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Cllr Chapman started by reporting he had that afternoon attended the memorial service for former District Cllr, Dennis
Wilde, which had also been attended by Cllr Bowman and Mr Cross, and representatives from Kington Parish, Arun District
and West Sussex County Councils.
There was little happening on the surface at ADC at this time of an election year, but much was always happening under the
surface.
Cllr Chapman was due to chair an evening meeting of the ADC Audit & Governance Committee on Valentine’s Day which
would, amongst other matters, discuss the allowances paid to councillors.
ADC invested around £56m annually. The council’s Treasury Management team was still succeeding in generating more
income through its investments than was budgeted. This income went into general reserves.
ADC was looking to buy 30 newly-built properties for social housing in the coming year. This was in addition to a number of
buy-backs of former council properties.
The Planning Policy Committee was meeting soon to discuss the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) which will be paid
by developers in the future. CIL money will be particularly beneficial to areas with large-scale developments, less so to areas
such as East Preston with very little in the way of development opportunity.
Cllr Chapman continued to be confident about the future of the South Strand toilet block. He was aware a further meeting of
interested parties was due to take place on the afternoon of 5 th February and expected Cllrs Toney and Wilkinson and the
Clerk would be there.
East Preston was very lucky to have an active branch of the Royal British Legion as this served as a hub for a high
percentage of local ex-service personnel. However, many areas of the district were not so blessed and there were plans to set
up a service personnel café in Bognor Regis – something similar was already in place in Littlehampton.
In response to a question from the Chairman, Cllr Chapman said he was aware a Planning Application for 525 homes in
Angmering had been withdrawn, but he did not know the details of the withdrawal. Cllr Chapman said he had called a
meeting with Planning Officers, not specifically about the Angmering Application, but because he was worried decisions had
been made resulting in ADC being no longer able to display a five-year housing supply. This put ADC at risk in three ways,
he believed: financial risk if taken to court by a developer; reputational risk if a High Court action was lost; jeopardy to the
Local Plan itself.
Cllrs Chapman and Elkins had noticed two plots of land in Kingston Lane, not within East Preston’s parish boundary but
adjacent to it, had appeared in the ADC Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessments. This was highly concerning as
there did not seem to have been any warning given by ADC these two plots would appear. If developed these plots could
have a major impact upon East Preston and Kingston.
Cllr Chapman said ADC could not get greatly involved in the closure of the Lawns Surgery in Rustington as ADC was not a
provider of health facilities. That said, he was meeting Rustington Parish Council shortly to discuss this further.
Cllr Gander believed it was NHS policy to merge GP surgeries, where possible, to cover communities of between thirty- and
fifty-thousand people. These were more “polyclinics” for want of a better word, in which a variety of medical services were
available.
On behalf of Parish Cllr Chapman, the Clerk asked District Cllr Chapman whether he had any update on the new school to be
built in Angmering as per District Cllr Bower’s report to December Full Council (Minute 913/18). Cllr Chapman replied
there was no ability for either St Margaret’s or St Wilfrid’s Schools to expand any further. The land given to WSCC by the
developer of Bramley Green, specifically for the provision of a new school is no longer big enough. Therefore, he believed
the provision of a new school would depend upon some form of land swap.
(District Cllr Chapman and County Cllr Elkins left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)

121/19 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7TH JANUARY 2019
The draft Minutes had been circulated on 9th January asking for comments by 16th January.
1277

The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 7th January.

This action was completed.
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122/19 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment:
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123/19 FINANCIAL MATTERS
The Accounts for January 2019 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.
1278

The council RESOLVED to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2018/19, value £4,929.45 (excl.
VAT).

1279

The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for December Late Payments 2018,
totalling £122.05 (incl. VAT).

1280

The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for January 2019, totalling
£856.50 (incl. VAT).

1281

The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for January 2019 totalling £11,604.03
(incl. VAT).

1282

The council RESOLVED to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, showing
£286,070.33 (incl. VAT) for the financial year ending 31st March 2019.

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliations to 14th January 2019.
The council NOTED the to-date Income & Expenditure Summary for 2018/19.
The Chairman thanked the council’s Book-keeper, Mrs Khoo, for her work on the above reports.

124/19 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES
The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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Additionally:
Amenities Committee – Chairman Cllr McElroy reported he had asked a colleague to provide some information on cctv
options for the Village Green. Technology had improved so much in recent years he believed it would be possible to mount a
cctv camera on the Council Office which would be able to record activity on the Village Green. Cllr McElroy believed the
weekend’s vandalism had been targeted at the council. He believed there was a responsibility on the village’s licenced
premises to ensure nobody was leaving those premises overly intoxicated.
There followed some debate about the registration requirements for cctv. [Clerk’s note: following the meeting, Cllr
Wilkinson has volunteered to research this for the council and to draft an appropriate policy.]
Cllr Gander said the council had a duty to residents who may feel vulnerable around the Village Green.
Community Engagement Committee – Chairman Cllr Linton reported she and the Clerk had agreed dates of Fridays 5 th, 12th
and 19th July for this year’s free tennis coaching sessions. These sessions will be at 10am this year to see if that is a better
time.
Personnel Committee – Chairman Cllr Gander stated Locum Assistant Clerk to the Council, Andy Beams, had finished
working for this council. He had managed to hand over his work to new Assistant Clerk, Dawn Reid. Councillors were
already aware of the May 2019 local elections and the processes they needed to go through. Six councillors had booked
themselves on to ADC Local Election briefings taking place before the end of the month.
All staff appraisals for the year-ending 31st January 2019 had been completed.
Planning & Licensing Committee – Chairman Cllr Mathias reported the committee had held an additional meeting
immediately prior to this evening’s meeting. That had been to consider its response to an Application the committee had
initially considered on 28th January but to which they needed further information. Cllr Mathias also stated the number of
Applications being considered seemed to be on the increase and some were increasingly complex too.
There were no updates for the other three committees.
125/19 PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – COMMEMORATIVE POLICY
The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:

Cllr Gander explained the background. The committee AGREED to rename the policy to Commemorative Policy.
1283

The council RESOLVED unanimously to agree a change to the council’s Commemorative Policy to expand it to
include how the death of current and past councillors is covered by the council’s quarterly newsletter.
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In response to a suggestion from Mrs Lee, the Clerk advised the meeting the council had a full set of headshots for current
councillors and a few for past councillors.
(Mrs Lee left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)

126/19 SAFER ARUN PARTNERSHIP
The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:

The Clerk stated Cllrs Chapman and Gander had both expressed interest in this role.
1284

The council RESOLVED unanimously to appoint Cllrs Chapman and Gander this council’s representatives to the
Joint Action Group of the Safer Arun Partnership.

[Clerk’s note: following the meeting, Cllr Gander withdrew from this role owing to other council commitments.]

127/19 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES
The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:

Cllr Mathias reported the Leases Working Party had received the latest version of the lease which was for 25 years minus 1
day. This had been reviewed electronically by the members of the Leases Working Party who were now all happy with the
new lease. The Leases Working was now agreeing the new lease on behalf of the council, as per authority given in March
2018 (Minute 164/18, Resolution 1187).
128/19 CLERK’S REPORT
The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his report.
Item 6 – Meeting with East Preston Film Society – Cllr Linton questioned whether the proposed location of the new map
being provided by East Preston Film Society would be covered by the proposed cctv. The Clerk answered the Film Society
had asked for the map to be located at the eastern end of Two Acres. This would not be covered by the proposed cctv.

129/19 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS
The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:

Page | 13

FINAL

Chairman’s Initials: ST

130/19 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Nothing was added.
131/19 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (4TH MARCH 2019)
The Clerk reported he had been contacted unofficially by a member of the Disability Action Group of East Preston asking if
he knew of anyone suitable to be the new Chairman following the death of David Quick. Richard Akhurst was apparently
happy to be Acting Chairman but did not want the job permanently. The Clerk asked if any councillors knew of someone
suitable, could they put them in touch with him and he would, in turn, put them in touch with the Disability Action Group.
Cllr Toney led a discussion on whether or not the council should offer a reward for information leading to the conviction of
the person or persons responsible for the criminal damage inflicted on council property on the Village Green in the early
hours of 3rd February. The Clerk thought this was possible through the council’s Crime Prevention budget line but wanted to
check this with SSALC first.
1285

The council RESOLVED unanimously to offer a reward for information leading to a successful conviction in
relation to the criminal damage on the Village Green on 3rd February on the understanding this was deemed legal by
SSALC.

The Finance & General Purposes would discuss the value of the reward at its meeting later in the month, but an initial figure
of £500 received support at this meeting.
Cllr Toney also asked the council if it wanted him to proceed with arranging some Dementia Friendly training through Tim
Wilkins. Councillors AGREED they would be willing to undergo such training.

The meeting concluded at 20:20

Chairman: Councillor

Steve Toney Date: 4th March 2019

END
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