Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN
01903 770050

http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/

Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com

MINUTES:

of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 4th
March 2019 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston at 19:00.

PRESENT:

Councillors Christine Bowman, Andrea Chapman, Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, Elizabeth
Linton, Glyn Mathias, Rick McElroy, David Moore, Steve Toney (Chairman) and Steve Wilkinson

ALSO:

Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross
County Councillor Roger Elkins (until 19:13)
District Councillor Terry Chapman (until 19:13)

ABSENT:

Councillor Danny Shah

*****
The following abbreviations may appear in these Minutes:
ADC – Arun District Council;
BTP – British Transport Police;
JEAAC – Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee;
NHS – National Health Service;
CPRE – Campaign for the Protection of Rural England

NR – Network Rail;
SSALC – Sussex and Surrey Associations of Local Councils;
VHF – East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation;
WSCC – West Sussex County Council;

*****
The meeting opened at 19:00.

187/19 INTRODUCTIONS
Cllr Toney welcomed those present and explained some items of meeting protocol.

188/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology and a reason for absence had been received and was accepted from Cllr Shah.
An apology had also been received from Mrs Dorothy Lee.

189/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No declarations were made.

190/19 EAST PRESTON YOUTH CLUB
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The council had been due to receive a presentation from Ben Young, Service Manager at Arun Youth Projects which runs the
East Preston Youth Club on behalf of its management committee. Mr Young had sent his apologies at lunchtime on the day
of the meeting as he was too unwell to attend. The Clerk had sent Mr Young the council’s best wishes.

191/19 PUBLIC SESSION
No members of the public were present.

192/19 COUNCIL RESPONSES
There were no public comments for councillors to respond to.

193/19 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
County Cllr Elkins explained the WSCC budget had actually only been approved on 15 th February and was unchanged from
what the Clerk had written in the Minutes of the last meeting.
Cllr Elkins thanked the Clerk for adding WSCC press releases to the council’s website and sometimes into emails to
residents.
West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service was still recruiting on-call firefighters.
WSCC was promoting more online reporting and it was now possible to request birth, death and marriage certificates online
and even to book a registrar.
Cllr Elkins reported on a meeting held in the Council Office with selected residents of Sea Road concerning the parking
problems in the area. The meeting was additionally attended by Cllr Toney, District Cllr Chapman and WSCC Highways
Officer, Rob Torrance. The meeting decided there was scope for the Parish Council to show its support more explicitly for
any proposals; although not previously mentioned, this will help the scheme’s score when it comes before JEAAC.
There was a follow-on meeting with just Cllr Elkins, Cllr Toney, Mr Torrance and Mr Cross. This had discussed short-term
options at Roundstone Level Crossing. This was reported at item 12 of the Clerk’s Report to this meeting. Cllr Elkins said he
was waiting to see what suggestions Mr Torrance came back with.
In response to a question from Cllr Linton, Cllr Elkins said Mr Torrance was aware of the traffic management consultation
carried out by this council in 2015. However, WSCC was still saying it would not consider the consultation proposals further
until after the dualling of the A259 had completed.
In response to a question from District Cllr Bower, Cllr Elkins said Mr Torrance was working on defining the lines of
communication between WSCC and BTP.

194/19 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL
Cllr Bower advised the meeting ADC was very much in an end-of-term state.
Cllr Bower understood the Judicial Review being sought on the Planning Application for an M&S food hall on the
Roundstone by-pass had now been dropped.
Cllr Bower also understood ADC would not be asking new homeowners to make up for the S106 money lost when the
developer of ten houses in Aldwick went bust before the S106 money had been paid to ADC.
Asked about the Judicial Review local residents had sought concerning the granting of Planning Permission EP/45/17/HH for
a property in Beechlands Close, Cllr Bower said he did not know the current status.
(District Cllr Bower and County Cllr Elkins left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.)

195/19 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4TH FEBRUARY 2019
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The draft Minutes had been circulated on 7th February asking for comments by 14th February.
1286

The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 4th
February.

This action was completed.

196/19 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment:
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Minute 911/17 – Clerk’s Report, item 6 – Postbox outside the Council Office, 10th November [2017] – the Clerk did not
believe a day-of-the-week tag had yet been provided.

197/19 FINANCIAL MATTERS
The Accounts for February 2019 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.
1287

The council RESOLVED to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2018/19, value £3,240.84 (excl.
VAT).

1288

The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for February 2019, totalling
£382.54 (incl. VAT).

1289

The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for February 2019 totalling £18,149.19
(incl. VAT).

1290

The council RESOLVED to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, showing
£287,183.03 (incl. VAT) for the financial year ending 31st March 2019.

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliations to 14th February 2019. Cllr Mathias had completed a bank
reconciliation in the week before the meeting.
The council NOTED the to-date Income & Expenditure Summary for 2018/19.
The Chairman thanked the council’s Book-keeper, Mrs Khoo, for her work on the above reports.

198/19 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES
The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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Additionally:
Amenities Committee – Chairman Cllr McElroy reported the committee was scheduled to meet on 18th March. He was
hopeful for a meeting with the council’s architect, Mrs Willard, about the Sea Road toilet block before that meeting. A
second quotation had now been received for consideration.
Audit & Governance Committee – Chairman Cllr Mathias advised the committee was scheduled to meet on 11 th March.
Major Events Committee – Chairman Cllr Linton reported the committee was having a meeting on Wednesday, 13 th March
to consider any matters relating to the end-of-term party being held on 12th April.
The Clerk reminded the meeting the end-of-term party was falling during the pre-election purdah period. Although there was
nothing in law about purdah, the end-of-term party was not to be used to promote candidates. The focus of the event was
entirely on thanking those local residents who have helped the council over the past four years.
There were no updates for the other four committees.
199/19 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – CCTV PROVISION
The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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Cllr Wilkinson explained the background.
There was some discussion about the likely cost of a cctv installation but this was not yet known. Cllr McElroy felt the
approximately £7,000 proposed to be ring-fenced from this year’s Contingency budget line could well be enough, but until
discussions with suppliers started, it was difficult to say. There was a definite feeling any provision must include a
maintenance package.
Cllr Chapman had attended the Sussex Police Contact Command and Control Department on 3 rd March. Part of the message
received there had been Sussex Police’s desire to have cctv out there in communities as it, to some extent, effectively
replaced the “bobby on the beat.” It was also useful for providing evidence.
Cllr Duff asked how the council would justify having cctv on the Village Green but not, for example, around Lashmar Rec
which has also been subject to complaints from residents. The simple answer was the Village Green was owned by this
council, Lashmar Rec, for example, was not. The Village Green had also recently been the site of vandalism clearly targetted
against the council.
1291

The council RESOLVED unanimously to agree the remainder of this year’s Contingency budget line is ring-fenced
towards the costs of cctv.

200/19 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES
The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:

Cllr Mathias confirmed all the relevant documents had been signed and were back with the relevant solicitors. The new lease
will begin on 1st April and be for one day fewer than 25 years. The lease includes a simple increase of £500 every five years.
This should be ahead of inflation.
201/19 CLERK’S REPORT
The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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(Photograph taken by Jane Harris,
Relationships and Sales Manager, Shaw
healthcare Group)

Left to right: Dawn, me and Cllr David
Moore. Behind us, Linda Healey (Area
Coordinator, East Preston and Angmering
Girlguiding) and Margaret Moores
(Chairman, East Preston Floral Group) talk
to a senior representative of Shaw
healthcare Group.
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Katy Bourne
addressing members
of the public
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his report.
Item 13 – Social Media – Cllr Linton questioned whether the figure of 10,909 people reached by the Facebook post on
vandalism on the Village Green was correct as it seemed disproportionately higher than the other posts. The Clerk confirmed
the figure was correct as the post had been shared by a number of people leading to the seemingly exponential reach of the
post. As at least one councillor said, “People love bad news.”

202/19 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS
The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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203/19 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS
Cllr Linton underlined the urgency in getting potholes and white line reports into WSCC before the end of the month.
204/19 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (1ST APRIL 2019)
Council AGREED to receive Dementia Training on Tuesday, 16 th April, 7pm at the Infant School.

The meeting concluded at 19:35

Chairman: Cllr Steve

Toney Date: 1st April 2019

END
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