Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN
01903 770050

http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/

Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com

MINUTES:

of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 1st July
2019 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston at 19:00.

PRESENT:

Councillors Christine Bowman, Andrea Chapman, Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, John
Gunston, Elizabeth Linton, Glyn Mathias, Rick McElroy, Steve Toney (Chairman) and Steve
Wilkinson

ALSO:

Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross
West Sussex County Councillor Roger Elkins (until 20:25)
Mr and Mrs At (Mr until 20:53, Mrs until 20:25), Mrs Ao, Ms Bd, Ms Bh, Ms H (all until 20:25), Ms Hs (until
20:22), Mrs M and Mrs W ( both until 20:25)

ABSENT:

Councillors David Moore and Danny Shah

*****
The following abbreviations may appear in these Minutes:
ADC – Arun District Council;
BTP – British Transport Police;
CPRE – Campaign for the Protection of Rural England;
JEAAC – Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee;
NHS – National Health Service;

NR – Network Rail;
SLCC – Society of Local Council Clerks
SSALC – Sussex and Surrey Associations of Local Councils;
VHF – East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation;
WSCC – West Sussex County Council.

*****
The meeting opened at 19:00.

563/19 INTRODUCTIONS
Cllr Toney welcomed those present and explained some items of meeting protocol.

564/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology and a reason for absence had been received from Cllrs Moore (Littlehampton Sea Cadets meeting) and Shah (away on family
business).
1335a

The Council RESOLVED unanimously to accept Cllr Moore’s apology for the meeting.

1335b

The Council RESOLVED to accept Cllr Shah’s apology for the meeting. Three councillors abstained.

An apology had also been received from District Cllrs Bower, Chapman and Kelly.
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565/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No declarations were made.

566/19 PUBLIC SESSION
Agenda Item 11a – Amenities Committee – Mrs At opened public session by querying Cllr McElroy’s position with
regards to the council’s investigations into the provision of a closed circuit television system on the Village Green. Mrs At
was concerned there was a conflict of interest for the council with Cllr McElroy’s company being one of those ask to quote
for the system. Mrs At said Cllr McElroy’s involvement “worries me,” and said she had looked through the Minutes and
could not find any information on what decision had been made by the council.
The Clerk responded Cllr McElroy had declared his interests in this matter at every meeting at which it had been discussed,
usually absenting himself from the meeting whilst the discussion took place. The council had set up a small working group
which was investigating the provision of closed circuit television and Cllr McElroy was not part of that group. That group
would, in due course, make a recommendation about how the council should proceed in the commissioning of closed circuit
television.
Cllr McElroy added his company had been invited to provide a quotation to the council.
No Agenda Item – Mrs W read the following statement to the meeting:
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Cllr Toney replied the council had been made aware of the Foundation’s concerns about damage but not that the new
flooring would effectively mean an end to tap-dancing on the floor unless some form of covering was used. Cllr Toney said
he would call a meeting with the Chairman of the Village Hall Foundation, Mr Melser. Cllr Toney said he would like the
chosen contractor to attend the meeting too. Cllr Toney asked Mrs McElroy, Bookings Secretary for the Village Hall, if there
was anything she would like to say on behalf of the Foundation.
Mrs McElroy explained the floor needed to be replaced because of its current condition. Chips in the paintwork and lacquer
suggested the floor needed to be sanded and re-lacquered but the floor could not be sanded again because it was already at its
minimal thickness. Mrs McElroy said the Chairman of the Foundation and the contractor were already hoping to meet with
Mrs Sally Parkinson, tap dancing teacher. The proposed flooring is solid European oak, which will carry a 15-year guarantee.
However, the contractor has said no guarantee will be issued if metal shoes are used. Mrs McElroy said the Foundation
committee had suggested workarounds to the dancing teachers. Portable flooring to cover the permanent flooring would need
storage. The chosen contractor had already replaced floors at Clapham & Patching Village Hall, Findon Village Hall,
Sompting Village Hall, the Steyning Centre and several schools. The flooring proposed was believed to be the hardestwearing flooring available. A workaround had been proposed by the Irish dancing group, and this was being considered by
the Foundation committee.
Mrs Ao said there was no known surface resistant to footfall. Mrs Ao questioned where the line between usage and damage
was. Mrs Ao echoed Mrs W’s opening comment, asking “what is the purpose of a Village Hall?” Even if dance groups were
taken out of the Village Hall, Mrs Ao felt the matter of damage to the floor would come up repeatedly. Mrs Ao said she had
never danced on anything other than a wooden surface.
Mrs M said there were about fifty pupils in each of her daughter’s tap classes.
Mrs McElroy said there did not seem to have been a maintenance contract for the current flooring but there would be for the
proposed new flooring.
Cllr McElroy said he ran children’s karate classes in the Village Hall, these requiring children be barefoot. Twice, children
had injured themselves in scuff marks in the floor.
Ms Bh was concerned about the potential loss of income at the hall if the tap and Irish dancing classes were unable to
continue. Ms Bh said she regularly attended events in the Village Hall and as regularly witnessed people scraping chairs back
before they stood up. Ms Bh was also concerned about how the committee would prevent people in stilettos from using the
hall.
Mrs McElroy answered this by saying there would be a clause written into the hire Terms and Conditions regarding the nonuse of metal shoes.
Agenda Item 6a – West Sussex County Council – Mrs M expressed her deep concerns about inconsiderate parking in Sea
Lane, especially just north of the island. Not only does this inconvenience local residents, but Mrs M was concerned about
the impact upon emergency vehicles, particularly those attending the care home at the southern end of Sea Lane.
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Cllr Toney invited County Cllr Elkins, who responded it was difficult to keep on putting down more and more double yellow
lines. He was unsure what ADC’s civil parking enforcement capacity existed and whether it operated at weekends.
Cllr Gander said she had seen how bad the parking situation had been in Sea Lane on the day before the meeting, including
one car parked immediately beneath the parking restrictions sign.
Cllr McElroy recommended Mrs M enlisted more of her neighbours to complain to the Civil Parking Enforcement team at
ADC to get them to come out and see the problems being experienced. The higher the number of different complainants the
more likely a visit.
Ms Bh wondered whether free use of the Village Green car-park at weekends, for all but commercial vehicles, might relieve
some of the problem.
No Agenda Item – Mrs At asked whether a 20mph speed limit and/or speed humps could be implemented in Sea Road and
also in Old Worthing Road. Could Angmering and East Preston parish councils work on this together?
Cllr Toney said he was unsure speed humps work sufficiently.
County Cllr Elkins said such a project would be part of a Traffic Regulation Order, the process for which is lengthy and had
been published in the Spring 2018 Newsletter. In this proposal, if the police did not support the idea it would be thrown out
by WSCC.
The Clerk said the council’s Community Engagement committee had agreed to fund two Automated Traffic Counter surveys
in the village in conjunction with the village Community Speed Watch group. The CSW group had agreed to a site in Sea
Road and one in North Lane and these were being finalised with the provider of the surveys, an East Preston resident.
Agenda Item 6a – West Sussex County Council – Mrs At also recalled how WSCC had be advised to incorporate increased
yellow hatching around the A280/A259 roundabout to make it easier for traffic exiting East Preston to do so. WSCC had
rejected this recommendation on financial grounds. The same was true of the once-proposed slip-road.

567/19 COUNCIL RESPONSES
There were no further responses from councillors.

568/19 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL
County Cllr Elkins referred to the once-proposed slip-road and reminded those present of the enormous financial challenges
being faced by the county council. Of the annual £530m budget for the county council, 36% was spent on adult social care,
18% on families and only 6% was spent on Highways. A budget meeting, open to the public, was being held on 11 th July and
would be streamed online.
Earlier in the day, Cllr Elkins, together with Mrs Reid, Assistant Clerk to the Council, had met with a resident who wanted to
express his concerns and frustrations over the lack of infrastructure adapted for residents with reduced mobility or, where
dropped kerbs did exist, the condition of some of those dropped kerbs. Cllr Elkins had found the visit very useful and had
contacted a Highways Officer for suggestions as to how routes around the village could be improved.
Returning to business raised at the previous meeting, Cllr Elkins talked further about recycling in the county. The WSCC
facility at Ford saves 71,000 tonnes of stuff from being sent to landfill each year. All facilities used overseas are fullyaccredited by the Environment Agency.
WSCC and SSE were considering a £25m programme of replacing its streetlighting to be LED in the future. Over the
remaining term of the PFI, it was believed this would save £63m. The carbon footprint of streetlighting would be
substantially reduced and the LED bulbs would be dimmable remotely.
The county council was adopting a more risk-based approach to its Highways Infrastructure. Part of this was a proposal to
reduce the coverage of gritting lorries each winter, basing a future programme on that in place in other counties.
In response to a question from Cllr McElroy, Cllr Elkins talked about WSCC’s decision not to issue white bollards for verges
any longer. The decision was taken a few years ago because the bollards caused a lot of problems, apparently, for the
mowing teams and larger vehicles just drove over them more than respecting them. Cllr Elkins was aware some communities
proposed hardening their verges to make them better for vehicles to park upon, but he personally felt that changed the feel of
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a community and not necessarily in a good way. Cllr Elkins did wonder whether WSCC should look at issuing white bollards
into communities which have taken responsibility for their own grass-verge cutting.
(Mrs Hedge left the meeting at this point.)

Cllr McElroy asked Cllr Elkins what was the county council’s policy on solar panels and similar eco measures. Cllr Elkins
replied most schools had solar panels now and the county council had its own windfarm near Goodwood. The opportunity
for other buildings to incorporate solar panels was constantly being looked at.
(Cllr Elkins and all remaining members of the public left the meeting at this point except Mr At.)

569/19 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL
All three District Councillors had sent their apologies for the meeting.
The Clerk had circulated the following report in advance of the meeting:

570/19 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3RD JUNE 2019
The draft Minutes had been circulated on 5th June asking for comments by 12th June. None were received.
1336

The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 3rd June.

This action was completed by Cllr Toney.
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571/19 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment:
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Nothing was added.

572/19 FINANCIAL MATTERS
The Accounts for June 2019 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.
1337

The council RESOLVED to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2019/20, value £17,780.00 (excl.
VAT).

1338

The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for June 2019, totalling £1,054.35
(incl. VAT).

1339

The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for June 2019 totalling £11,163.03
(incl. VAT).

1340

The council RESOLVED to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, showing
£145,643.29 (incl. VAT) for the financial year ending 31st March 2020.

The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliation to 14th June 2019.
The council NOTED the End of Year Final Budget Sheets for 2018/19.
The Chairman thanked the council’s Book-keeper, Mrs Khoo, for the above reports.

573/19 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES
The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:

Page | 7

FINAL

Chairman’s Initials: ST

Additionally:
Major Events Committee – committee chairman, Cllr Linton, mentioned the committee’s next meeting was midday on the
day after this meeting.
Personnel Committee – most recent committee chairman, Cllr Gander, advised the committee’s first meeting of the new
council year was scheduled to take place on 15th July.
Planning & Licensing Committee – in addition to his report, the Clerk said the council had received some complaints about
music being performed outside The Tudor Tavern on 30 th June between 4pm and 7pm. He believed this was contrary to the
pub’s licence but had referred the matter to ADC for further investigation.
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There were no updates from the other four committees.
574/19 PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – STANDING ORDERS – LOCAL ELECTIONS
Cllr Gander talked the council through the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:

After some debate, during which councillors expressed their support for the council remaining and being seen to be nonpolitical, whilst other questioned whether the new Standing Order suppressed their right to be seen to support a particular
candidate:
1341

The council RESOLVED to a change to Standing Orders whereby incumbent councillors and officers are not
permitted to endorse candidates in General and Local Elections.

575/19 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES
Cllr Mathias said the Leases Working Party had not yet met as it was to be formed from the membership of the Audit &
Governance Committee.

576/19 EAST PRESTON TWINNING ASSOCIATION
The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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1342

The council RESOLVED unanimously to agree to the formal closure of the East Preston Twinning Association.

577/19 CLERK’S REPORT
The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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The Standards returning at the end of the
service.
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Cllrs Bowman, Chapman, Duff, Gale, Linton,
Mathias and Toney meeting members of the
public including John Kimmer, David and
Daphne Beale, Robert and Sue Morley and Alf
Longhurst.
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Item 5 – East Preston Business Community – Cllr Linton drew council’s attention to the fact Mrs Street had offered the
council an elf costume she would not be taking with her when she left the village. The council agreed to adopt the costume if
it was still available.
Item 7 – Come and Meet Your Local Councillors, 13th June – the actual sum raised for Alzheimer’s Society’s Cupcake
Day was £54.
The Chairman thanked the Clerk for his report.

578/19 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS
The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:
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Cllr Gander added the Glamour Club event had been well-attended and was suitable for people of all ages. The Major Events
Committee would be discussing its own similar event, scheduled for 6 th October, at its meeting on 2nd July.
Cllr Chapman was pleased to report Cllr Gander had been spoken of positively at the East Arun Health Services Advisory
Group meeting. An integrated medical hub for Littlehampton was now expected to be provided by the end of 2024.
(Mr At left the meeting at this point.)
Fitzalan and Coppice surgeries were both taking on new patients; hopefully they would mop up any patients not yet reregistered following the closure of The Lawns.

579/19 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS
There were no responses.

580/19 AUGUST 2019 MEETING
The Chairman asked councillors to keep open their diaries for a possible meeting on 5 th August. He and the Clerk would
liaise as that date approached.
581/19 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (5TH AUGUST OR 2ND SEPTEMBER 2019)
Nothing new was suggested.

The meeting concluded at 21:01.

Chairman: Councillor Steve Toney Date:

2nd September 2019

END
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