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Council Office, 122 Sea Road, East Preston, West Sussex. BN16 1NN 

 

01903 770050             http://eastpreston.arun.gov.uk/              Email: epparishcouncil@btconnect.com        

 

 
MINUTES: of the Proceedings of the Monthly Meeting of East Preston Parish Council held on Monday, 2nd 

September 2019 at the East Preston Infant School, Lashmar Road, East Preston at 19:00. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Andrea Chapman (from 19:16), Lisa Duff, Barbara Gale, Pat Gander, John Gunston, 

Elizabeth Linton, Glyn Mathias, Rick McElroy, David Moore, Steve Toney (Chairman) and Steve 

Wilkinson 

 

ALSO: Clerk to the Council, Simon Cross 

 

West Sussex County Councillor Roger Elkins (until 19:50) 

 

Arun District Councillor Terry Chapman (until 20:10) 

 

Mr and Mrs At, Mrs Ao (until 20:10), Mr M and Mrs W (until 20:10)  

 

ABSENT: 
 

Councillor Christine Bowman 

 

* * * * * 

 
The following abbreviations may appear in these Minutes: 

 
ADC – Arun District Council;  

BTP – British Transport Police;  

CPRE – Campaign for the Protection of Rural England; 
JEAAC – Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee; 

NHS – National Health Service; 

NR – Network Rail;  

SLCC – Society of Local Council Clerks 

SSALC – Sussex and Surrey Associations of Local Councils;  
VHF – East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation;  

WSCC – West Sussex County Council. 

 

 

* * * * * 

 
The meeting opened at 19:00. 

 

 

730/19 INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Cllr Toney welcomed those present and explained some items of meeting protocol. Cllr Toney also led a round of 

introductions from the council. Cllr Toney reminded those present the Red Ensign would be raised outside the library on 3rd 

September at 10:00 to commemorate Merchant Navy Day.   

 

 

731/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

An apology and a reason for absence had been received from Cllr Bowman (away on family business). 

 

1343 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to accept Cllr Bowman’s apology for the meeting.    

 

An apology had also been received from District Cllr Kelly, Mrs D Lee and Mrs T McElroy (Chairman, East Preston & 

Kingston Village Hall Foundation).  

mailto:epparishcouncil@btconnect.com
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732/19 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 

Cllr McElroy declared a Personal Interest in Agenda Item 14a, To agree a further donation of £1,000 to the East Preston & 

Kingston Village Hall Foundation towards the costs of a new floor in the Miller Barn. Cllr McElroy’s wife was currently 

Chairman of the East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation.    

 

 

733/19 PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Agenda Item 13a – Amenities Committee – Mrs Ao opened public session by thanking the council for running the free-to-

participate tennis coaching sessions on the Warren Recreation Ground again this year. Mrs Ao had attended again and was 

pleased to report two of the three sessions were fully-booked. Mrs Ao hoped the council and the Angmering-on-Sea Lawn 

Tennis Club would work together again to run a set of sessions next year.   

 

No Agenda Item – Mrs Ao announced Fr David Rea had retired, with effect from 1st September, from serving the village as 

Parish Priest to Our Lady, Star of the Sea church. Following twenty-two years, Mrs Ao asked if the council would 

acknowledge Fr David’s service with a card or some such. Cllr Toney said this would be done.  

 

Agenda Item 13c – Community Engagement Committee – Mrs W praised the council’s newsletter but expressed concern 

no mention had been made in the recent Summer 2019 issue about the new flooring in the Miller Barn. Mrs W felt a lot of 

local residents would not know about the new floor because they did not use the Village Hall regularly.    

 

Agenda Item 19c – Other Meetings and Events – East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation Annual General 

Meeting, 27th July – Mrs W said she was disappointed with Cllr Bowman’s report which she felt was biased and patronising. 

Mrs W reported there was no record of certain views expressed during the meeting. Cllr Toney responded it was not possible 

to answer on behalf of Cllr Bowman but he was willing to arrange a meeting between Cllr Bowman and Mrs W if wanted. 

Mrs W declined this offer.  

 

Agenda Item 6b – West Sussex County Council (WSCC) - To agree councillors to respond to the survey on the Joint 

Arun Area Committee meetings – Mrs At read the following statement to the meeting: 

 

“I am concerned about Item (a) the WSCC Governance Committee Working Group's Survey namely to "review the purpose, 

role and effectiveness of JACs & CLCs". 

 

“Currently, members of the public are able to raise their own personal issues directly with West Sussex County Council 

(WSCC) at the JEACC's quarterly meetings.   Their issues are recorded and passed on to WSCC for action :  WSCC advises 

JEAAC of its comment/the action taken and these are recorded in JEAAC Minutes which are on the WSCC website. 

 

“Denial of this public opportunity would remove WSCC from direct public contact making it an all-powerful body and 

beyond public challenge or scrutiny.” 

 

Agenda Item 6c – West Sussex County Council (WSCC) - To agree whether or not to support formally suggested 

Traffic Regulation Orders for the area around the Sea Road / Manor Road junction – Mrs At read the following 

statement to the meeting: 

 

“In addition to the issues raised by these important TROs, we would like to draw WSCC's attention to the visibility problem 

due to the north-west curve of Sea Road from 91 Sea Road and the lay-by outside 87-81 Sea Road.   

 

“When accessing/egressing from our driveway on to Sea Road from early evening/overnight and at weekends, we frequently 

have the serious problem of seeing, and being seen, by traffic travelling in both directions.  Vehicles park so close to our 

driveway.  

 

“This is due to legally parked vehicles parking either side of our crossover.  These are frequently high-sided commercial 

vehicles, 4x4s, cars with tinted windows and sometimes saloon cars filled with items above seat level parking on either or 

both sides of our driveway.  The vehicle owners live elsewhere and do not appreciate the problems they create. Visibility is 

made worse by projecting vegetation overhanging the pavement northwards from Willowhayne Crescent.    

 

“The "moving" of Sea Road's parked vehicles northwards is likely to increase our visibility problems.  Access/egress is made 

worse by parked vehicles opposite our driveway.”  

 

County Cllr Elkins said he would clarify at which stage any report supporting the proposal would be publicly-available.  
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District Cllr Chapman advised Mrs At to write to himself and his colleagues Cllrs Bower and Kelly as all had some input into 

WSCC Joint Eastern Arun Area Committee Highways and Transport meetings and they could ensure Mrs At’s concerns were 

aired.  

 
(Cllr A Chapman arrived during this discussion.) 

 

Mrs Ao felt everyone should be being more responsible and careful when driving around the village. A slight reduction in 

speed would not have a major impact on the time someone arrived at their destination but it could prevent a nasty accident.   

 

No Agenda Item – Mr At said the Disability Action Group of East Preston was undertaking a survey of accessibility issues 

experienced by wheelchair- and mobility scooter-users in the village. The survey was underway at the northern shops and 

would work its way down Sea Road in due course. The group’s findings would be shared with both East Preston Parish 

Council and West Sussex County Council.  

 

Agenda Item 7a – Arun District Council – Mr Me reported Biffa, which collected household rubbish across the District, 

had been convicted of sending off household waste in the middle of recycling. The culpable packages of recycling included 

items such as nappies, sanitary products and condoms. Mr Me wanted to know how well ADC was auditing Biffa.  

 

District Cllr Chapman responded ADC’s contract with Biffa was for the collection of household waste and therefore it would 

not be auditing the disposal side of the process. WSCC was the local Waste Disposal Authority and therefore responsible for 

the kind of audit Mr Me was asking about.  

 

Mr Me then referred to local housebuilding. In Hampshire, housebuilding has been put on hold after high levels of nitrate 

were found to be being released. Some Local Planning Authorities have stopped property development until developers sign 

up to nitrate neutral development. Was ADC going to follow suit? 

 

District Cllr Chapman said environmental engineers were consulted on large Planning Applications, with particular reference 

to run-off and such like. In his opinion nitrates tended to come from farming rather than housebuilding.  

 

 

734/19 COUNCIL RESPONSES 
 

There were no further responses from councillors.  

 

 

735/19 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

County Cllr Elkins opened by picking up on the comments about Biffa. WSCC apparently had a 25-year contract with Biffa 

for waste disposal. He would ensure his colleague Cllr Urquhart was aware of this situation.  

 

Referring to the Traffic Regulation Orders process, Cllr Elkins said he felt happy many people in the room were aware of the 

challenges of the system and how difficult it was to find the right balance for any proposal put forward.  

 

In July, Cllr Elkins, together with Mrs Reid, Assistant Clerk to East Preston Parish Council, had met with an East Preston 

resident who had wanted to talk about the problems he, as a mobility scooter-user, had travelling around East Preston. Cllr 

Elkins had fed back to officers some of the problems he could see were being experienced around the village. Some of these 

were exacerbated by the village being a typical village and not having a full set of pavement in place.  

 

The greatly-increased funding necessary for dualling the A259 has been signed off. There was still the threat of a Public 

Enquiry over the Compulsory Purchase Orders but, for the time being, £25m was in place.  

 

The Highways England A27 public consultation document was available again and Cllr Elkins gave the Clerk a copy for the 

council. In response to a question about how great a difference was there between the previously agreed preferred route and 

what was being offered now, Cllr Elkins replied Highways England had done a full study of all routes including an additional 

route south of Binsted Woods. Following a further question about how clearly identified was the ancient woodland at 

Binsted, Cllr Elkins said his understanding was the identification was very clear if an interested party dug deeply enough. 

District Cllr Chapman added parts of the “ancient woodland” was not as ancient as some people believed, having only been 

planted in 1836.  

 

Gatwick Airport was pursuing plans to make greater use of its second runway, also known as its standby or emergency 

runway. Residents close to the airport were concerned about the impact this would have on their lives. Any decision will be 

made by central government, which will be looking to see whether or not Gatwick Airport is making best use of its 

resources.  
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Dr Sabrina Cohen-Hatton had started in her new role of Chief Fire Officer with West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service. Cr 

Cohen-Hamilton had recently served as Interim Deputy Chief Fire Officer for Surrey Fire & Rescue Service.  

 

WSCC was currently running a promotion aimed at making people feel safer on the roads. In the year to date, nine people 

had lost their lives in traffic accidents in West Sussex. Cllr Elkins did not have a comparable figure for last year to hand but 

would find out. 

 

In response to a question about WSCC’s statutory duty to maintain roads, Cllr Elkins clarified the council had a duty to keep 

roads safe. The council was guided in this matter by its professionals. With regard to the damage untreated weeds can cause 

to roads and pavements, Cllr Elkins believed the council’s targeted weed-spraying programme was under review.  

 

Mrs At was aware of a partially-sighted resident who used the yellow lines to determine where a pavement met a road. The 

yellow lines at the junction of Sea Road and Vermont Drive were partly eroded and this made it more difficult for the 

resident to see the lines and therefore be safe at that junction. Cllr Elkins said he would investigate.  

 

 

736/19 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL – JOINT AREA COMMITTEES 

 

Council considered the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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1344 The Council RESOLVED unanimously Cllrs Toney and Linton were best placed to respond to the WSCC survey 

on Joint Area Committees.    

 

 

737/19 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL – TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS IN THE SEA ROAD / 

 MANOR ROAD AREA 

 

Council considered the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

1345 The Council RESOLVED unanimously to show its support for the need for traffic management measures in the Sea 

Road / Manor Road area.  

 

The council did not specify favouritism for any of the proposals put forward, simply for the need for WSCC to do something 

in that area.    
  

 

738/19 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL – ELECTRIC VEHICLE STRATEGY CONSULTATION 

 

Council considered the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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No councillor expressed a desire to comment upon the Strategy.     

 
(Cllr Elkins left the meeting at this point.) 

 

 

739/19 ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
(Throughout this Minute, Cllr Chapman refers to District Cllr T Chapman not Parish Cllr A Chapman.) 

 

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

District Cllr Chapman addressed the meeting from the following report: 
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Cllr Chapman added he had been reinstated as Armed Forces Covenant Champion for ADC. Government was due to appoint 

a Minister for Veterans Affair with the intention of provided better access to the wealth of support available to veterans.  

 

In response to a question, Cllr Chapman explained Section 106 agreements were made in advance of Planning Permission 

being granted.  

 

In response to a question from a member of the public, Cllr Chapman said work had begun on the Lyminster by-pass in as 

much as building the bridge abutments was underway. 

 
(Cllr Chapman left the meeting at this point as did Mrs Ao and Mrs W.) 
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740/19 TRANSPORT FOR THE SOUTH EAST 

 

The council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

Cllr Gunston agreed to attend the session in Brighton on behalf of the council.  

 

 

741/19 SUSSEX POLICE 

 

The council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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742/19 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1ST JULY 2019 

 

The draft Minutes were circulated to all councillors on 2nd July, asking for comments by 9th July. A change of one word had 

been suggested by Cllr Linton and incorporated into the final Minutes.   

 

1346 The Council RESOLVED the Chairman could sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 1st July. 

 

This action was completed by Cllr Toney.  

 

 

743/19 UPDATE ON MATTERS IN THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

 

Council NOTED the following report, which had been circulated in advance of the meeting, without comment: 
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Nothing was added.  

 

 

744/19 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

The Accounts for July and August 2019 had been distributed to Members in advance of the meeting.  

 

1347 The council RESOLVED to approve the outstanding Purchase Orders report for 2019/20, value £26,763.02 (excl. 

VAT).  

 

1348 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for July 2019, totalling £566.04 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1349 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier Non BACS Invoices Paid report for August 2019, totalling £838.84 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1350 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for July 2019 totalling £18,360.40 (incl. 

VAT).  

 

1351 The council RESOLVED to approve the Supplier BACS Invoices Paid report for August 2019 totalling £16,405.62 

(incl. VAT).  

 

1352 The council RESOLVED to approve the List of Sales Receipts & Bank Receipts by Bank report, showing 

£151,648.91 (incl. VAT) for the financial year ending 31st March 2020.  
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The council NOTED the paper Bank Reconciliations to 12th July 2019 and 14th August 2019. 

 

The council NOTED the year-to-date Budget Summary Report for 2019/20. 

 

The Chairman thanked the council’s Book-keeper, Mrs Khoo, for the above reports. 

 

 

745/19 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Additionally: 

 

Amenities Committee – Cllr McElroy clarified the table-football table was being moved following targeted vandalism that 

always saw the black team at least one player short. Cllr Moore noted members of the public were still making good use of 

the table-football table, possibly unaware the yellow team was playing at an advantage. Cllr Duff questioned where footballs 

would be sold after the table had moved. Cllr McElroy replied a business in the northern end of the village would be found 

willing to take that on.  

 

Mr Me said he believed temporary toilets were being put into the Village Hall car-park for the duration of the refurbishment 

works on the Sea Road toilet block. He expressed his concern the temporary toilet selected by the council would not be 

robust enough and was open to vandalism. Cllr McElroy said the council would be discussing all this with the contractor 

before works started. Mrs At added the council had a duty to provide a list of local information to the contractor, and good 

information on this could be found on the Health & Safety Executive website.  
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Community Engagement Committee – Cllr Linton, committee chairman, reinforced Cllr Toney’s earlier reminder for 

everyone present to support Merchant Navy Day on the day after this meeting.  
 

Major Events Committee – committee chairman, Cllr Linton, mentioned the committee would be meeting with Christmas 

Celebrations volunteers on Monday, 16th September, 18:00 at the Infant School. All councillors who could help on the day of 

the event, 23rd November, were encouraged to attend the event.  

 

Planning & Licensing Committee – the Clerk informed the meeting there would be no Planning & Licensing Committee 

meeting on 9th September as there were no Applications to be considered.  

 

Publicity for Funday Sunday was being finalised and then there would need to be a concerted push to sell tickets.  

 

There were no updates from the other four committees.  

 

 

746/19 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – DONATION TO EAST PRESTON & KINGSTON 

VILLAGE HALL FOUNDATION 

 
(Cllr McElroy left the meeting at 20:24, for the duration of this item.) 

 

As Vice-Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, Cllr Wilkinson explained the background to this report 

which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The council also NOTED the following report which had been circulated electronically at midday on the day of the meeting 

and was provided on paper immediately before the meeting: 
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just some of the problems found when the old floor was raised 

 

 

 
the new floor before a final coat of protection was applied 

  

 
 

1353 The council RESOLVED to award a £1,000 grant to the East Preston & Kingston Village Hall Foundation towards 

the costs of the new floor in the Miller Barn.  

 

This money will be taken from the contingency budget line for the current year. Cllr Duff abstained from the vote as she felt 

she did not have sufficient information to make a decision.    

 
(Cllr McElroy returned to the meeting at 20:27, following the conclusion of this item.) 

 

 

747/19 COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

 

Cllr Gander talked the council through the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The following additional report had been circulated electronically at midday on the day of the meeting: 

 

 
 

The Clerk explained the council solely needed to make a decision on which month it would like to co-opt. 

 

1354 The council RESOLVED unanimously to try and co-opt a new councillor at the November meeting.  

 

 

748/19 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 

 

Cllr Mathias said the Leases Working Party had not yet met as it was to be formed from the membership of the Audit & 

Governance Committee. This committee was likely to meet before the end of September now all other committees have held 

their first meeting of the new council year.  

 

Cllr Mathias asked the Clerk to review the quarterly fee being paid by the Angmering-on-Sea Lawn Tennis Club, in light of 

the new lease.  

 

 

749/19 ARUN DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ADALC) 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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The council also NOTED the following report which had been circulated at midday on the day of the meeting: 

 

 
 

1355 The council RESOLVED unanimously to continue its membership of the Arun District Association of Local 

Councils.  

    

 

750/19 CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The council NOTED the following report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting: 
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Cllr Toney thanked the Clerk for his report.  

 

 

751/19 EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

The council NOTED the following reports which had been circulated in advance of the meeting:  
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Cllr Toney thanked Cllr Moore for attending the League of Friends of Zachary Merton Hospital Annual General Meeting. 

 

 

752/19 RESPONSE TO EXTERNAL MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 

There were no responses.   

 

 

753/19 NEW ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING (7TH OCTOBER 2019) 

 

Nothing new was suggested.  

 

 

   

 

The meeting concluded at 20:33. 
 

 

 

Chairman: Councillor Steve Toney   Date:    7th October 2019   

 

 

 
END 

 


